SEASONABLE THOUGHTS 


AN 


A RE 3 


® UFON 


INOCULATION. 


IN WHICH 


(Firſt) the Benefits and Advantages of that moſt 


rational and ſalutary Practice are ſet forth and 
illuſtrated, 


AND BY WHICH 


(Secondly) they are recommended to the Publick 
(at this 'Time more eſpecially) in order to en- 
courage and promote it. 
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r 
Thovors and ADVICES 
UPON. 


INOCULATION: 


FE Ya HOUGH the Practice of Inoculat- 
_ ing the Small Pox is what I have long 
28 & approv'd, and ſtrenuouſly recommend- 
ed—yet the preſent Criſis (when the 
Diſtemper has not only got Footing 
in the Capital of the County, but in many cir- 
cumjacent Towns and Villages alſo) more eſpeci- 
ally excites my Deſires and Endeavours to encou- 
rage and promote ſo rational and ſalutary a Prac- 
tice as much as poſſible. To-this End, and to 
this Purpoſe, I will confider the ſaid Subject on 
every Side; and in every Light, perhaps, that it 
will admit of. And I hope to make appear, 
plainly and clearly, that the Practice of Inocula- 
tion is conſiſtent with Reaſon and Religion; with 
good Senſe and common Prudence. — And laſtly, 
that it is, in ſome Meaſure, acceſſary and neceſſary 
to the Preſervation of the human Kind; Has alſo to 
their Eaſe, Comfort and Happinels. 79] 


Tunis Practice of inoculating the Small- Pox 


was, indeed, but of late Years introduced amangſt W 


A 2 us, 


rere 
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us. And it is not as yet an eſtabliſhed Practice — 
but is only approv'd of and practiſed here and 
there—or by particular Parties and Setts of People. 
— Nevettheleſs it brought with it from Turkey 
(the Country whence we received it) a high Sanc- 


tion and Authority.—For though the Turks ſeldom 


practice it amongſt themſelves—being rigid Pre- 
Aeſtinarians, — yet amongſt the Arminians, the 
Georgians, the Mingretians, and the Circaſſians, 
as alſo amongſt the Greeks, it has been in general 
Uſe from Time immemorial ;—which may bc 


admitted as a preſumptive Proof of its Expediency 


and Uſefulneſs. 


I xNow very well that many Pieces (pro and 
con.) have been penn'd and publiſh'd upon this 
Subject. molt of which I have read; — but as 
theſe are now out of my Hands, and almoſt for- 
got by me, ſo I will leave them entirely out of 
the Queſtion, and proceed to deliver my own 
private Sentiments upon the Matter. 


As to the Specific Opperation call'd Inoculation, 
I never had (I own it) any Experience or Con- 
cern in it.— For as I never had the Small- Px — 
ſo | never perform'd the Opperation of Inoculat- 
ing——nor ſo much as aſſiſted in it. Otherwile, 
from the many Debates and Converſations which 
I have had upon that Subject (during my Travels) 
with Perſons perfectly well verſed and practiſed in 
it, I might preſume to aſſert myſelf as well quali- 
fied to undertake it as any Perſon in the Realm. 
However, the Buſineſs of Inoculating (which is 
very eaſy in itſelf) is well underſtood by many 
Perſons, —and is pretty well gueſſed at by myſelf. 


And it is with no ſmall Pleaſure I obſerve, that 
the 


E 

the Wiſdom and Prudence of the People in many 
Parts of the Nation, have led them readily to 
embrace and practice it: But what more eſpe- 
cially gives me Pleaſure and Satisfaction at this 

reſent Time, is to hear, that ſeveral Perſons 
8 1 intend ſpeedily to be inoculated ;—and 
particularly that Mr. Paul, an eminent Surgeon at 
Stroud, has opened the Scene here—by inoculat- 
ing his only Son and his Neice. I mention this 
Inſtance of Mr. Paul's inoculating his Son and 
his Neice,—not only as a Tribute of Praiſe to his 
good Senſe, and Prudence, ſhewn in the Thing, 
but in Hopes alſo that it may inſtruct, influence, 
and induce all Perſons hereabouts who have not 
had the ſmall Pox, readily to embrace, and ſubmit 
to ſo eaſy, ſo ſafe, and ſo reaſonable a Practice. 


I nave (as above faid) read ſeveral Pieces (pro 
and con) upon this Subject, —and I have been a 
Party in many Debates, and Controverfies upon 
the fame Subject. And when I ſum up all the 
Arguments on both Sides—as well ideal and ſpe- 
culative, as real and written, I find myſelf 
oblig'd to give my Voice and Vote in Favour of 
Inoculation. But tho' this laudable, ſalutary Prac- 


tice of Inoculation is pretty generally approv'd of by 


all rational, conſiderate, unprejudiced Perſons, yet 
(and I am ſorry that I have Room and Reaſon to 
ſay it) it is not quite univerſally ſubſcribed to,--even 
by Perſons of good Senſe, ſolid Reaſon, and ſober 
Reflection. What therefore (to put a Queſtion) 
can this Diviſion, and Diſſention amongſt Man- 
kind, upon ſo plain and obvious an Affair, proceed 
from? Why; (to make Anſwer to the oppoſed 
Queſtion) I plainly ſee that 'tis made a Party Af- 
fair, I mean of a religious Nature for the Dif- 

| {enters 
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lation. 
faithful Eſtimate, it appears (on an Average) that 
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ters, and others who go under the Diſtinction and 
Denomination of Whigs, almoſt univerſally ap- 
prove it, and many of them practice it,— Whereas 
many of thoſe who are on the other Side of the 
Queſtion (in Religious Matters) diſapprove, and 
condemn it. Nevertheleſs Inoculation will al- 
ways (I'll vouch for it) ſupport its Credit and 
Reputation in the Opinions, Eſtimation, and 
Judgment of all reaſonable, diſpaſſionate, unpre- 
judic'd Perſons. ——And the Approbation and Pre- 
ference it juſtly lays Claim to, will, I preſume, 


appear inconteſtable, from the following ſhort 


Eſtimate of Matters, 


FirsT, It is univerſally maintain'd, and Mans 'd, 
that not above one Perſon in a Dozen lives to an 
advanced Age, without taking the Small Pox in 
the natural Way, unleſs it was eluded by Inocu- 
Secondly. By an accurate, impartial and 


about one fixth Part generally die of the Small 
Pox, of ſuch as take it in the natural Way. 
This is a juſt Eſtimate as Things happen at com- 
mon Times——tho' at ſome particular Times, 
and in ſome particular Places, the Small Pox in the 
natural Way, is ſo mild and favourable that not 
above one in Ten or a Dozen dies of it. Now 
let us look into the State of the Caſe—as it gene- 
rally happens, and obtains under the Practice of 
Inoculation—it is poſitively aſſerted and main- 
tained by the Advocates for Inoculation (and I 
muſt take it for Truth, as I never heard it denied, 
or even diſputed by the oppoſite Party) that at this 
Time not ſo much as one in an Hundred dies of 
the Small Pox by Inoculation---(though till with- 
in a few Years paſt the Eſtimate was not ſo much 
in 
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in its favour.) And hence it appears plain (cou'd 
no other Reaſons againſt it, or Objections to it be 
exhibited) that Inocularion is by far the more eaſy, 
ſafe and eligible Way of proceeding. But be- 
fides theſe viſible and inconteſtable Advantages 
ſhould all Mankind embrace and practice this Me- 
thod—every one doubtleſs wou'd have their Chil- 
dren, Relations, and Friends inoculated, within 
that Period of Life called Childhood - before they 
cou'd reaſonably be ſuppos'd to have contracted any 
i Habits, or Diſtemperatures in the Blood and 
Animal Juices. And what would neceſſarily 
be the Conſequence of this? Why, all thoſe who 
had ſubmitted to, and happily paſſed thro' this 
Operation——wou'd for the future be perfectly free 
of that Terror and Dread, which ſo continually 
haunt many Perſons who never had this Diſtem- 
per. By this Method brought into general Uſe 
and Practice, the Small Pox wou'd ſoon be diveſt- 
ed of its Dread and Terror; and wou'd be look'd 
upon as a mild, benign and favourable Viſitor. 


BeFore I proceed any further, tis both juſt 
and proper that I bring under my Inſpection and 
Examination, the two grand and moſt important 
Objections to Inoculation.- And, (Firſt) the 
Theologiſts (ſome of them at leaſt) tell us, that 
the Practice of Inoculation is unchriſtian and im- 
pious.---- That it is a tempting and provoking of 
Gor ALMIGHTY,—— That it is the thwarting his 
Deſigns and Purpoſes, — That it is uſurping upon 
Gop's Prerogative; and taking his proper Work 
(that of inflicting Diſeaſes) out of his Hands. 


But theſe Arguments and Objections (however 


ſpecious and perſuaſive they may appear to ſome) 
are what, I fancy, the more rational, candid and, 
. unpre- 
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unprejudiced Part of Mankind will ſcarcely ſub- 
ſcribe to. The Second Objection brought a- 
gainſt it (which is uſed by ſome minute Philoſo- 
phers ; and perhaps, by ſome minute Phyſicians 
too) is this, —namely, That poſſibly—and perhaps 
and ſo forth the latent inviſible Seeds, or 
Stamina, of ſome ill Habit, or chronical Diſeaſe 
(ſuch for Example, as the Scorbutic, the Scrofu- 
lous, the Strumous, the Cancerous, the Leprous, 
the Ganty, the Nephritic, and what not) might 


exiſt in the Blood of the Perſon from whom the 


inoculating Matter was taken; — and that the ſup- 
poſed latent inviſible Seeds may be transfuſed toge- 
ther with the variolous Matter, into the Habit or 
Blood of the Perſon Inoculated And laſtly, 
that (thereafter) the ſuppoſed latent inviſible mor- 
bic Seeds, or Stamina, may vegetate fæcundate 
multiply and encreaſe, — ſo far as to produce 
and manifeſt the fame corrupt vicious Habit, in 
the Subject Inoculated, as was inherent (tho' latent 
and concealed) in the Blood of the Perſon from 
whom the inoculating Matter was taken. Now, 
as concerning the firſt mentioned Objection, this 
is confeſſedly, a Thing rather preſumed than 
proved ;----ſo with regard to that we may fay, 
—- Adhuc ſubjudice lis eff, For we find that 
People of different Perſuaſions (tho' of the ſame 
ſpecific Religion) differ greatly in their Opinions 
of it. Laudatur ab his culpatur ab illis.---Thoſe 
extol it to the Skies. -Theſe condemn it as the 
Spawn and Produce of Hell.----But as to my own 
particular Opinion of the Matter, — when I 


conſider the Practice of Inaculation,----and when 
I oppoſe the Benefits and Advantages which gene- 
rally attend it, to the ſmall Riſk and Inconveni- 
ency of it. it appears to me under ſeveral am- 


ple 
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ple Attributes, or Characters ;----and when I re- 
volve in my Mind,---- and attentively ſurvey---the 
Whole---the diffuſe Sphere of Religion,---as well 
natural as revealed, I can neither find in, nor' 
deduce from the Whole-any Thing that amounts 
to an Inhibition of this Practice. | 


As the firſt Law and expreſs Voice of Gop (to 

| us) was to increaſe and multiply,— ſo the firſt 
Law and expreſs Dictate of Nature, is Self-Pre- 

| ſervation. — Now by this Law, and Dictate of 

1 Nature, we are not to underſtand, barely and ſim- 

| ply our Exiſtence here. But (ſubordinate to 

that) it alſo bids us take Care, and provide, to live 

ſociably, comfortably, and happily. To all 

| which deſirable Ends and Purpoſes, I aſſert, that 

| the Practice of Inoculation, is a very great Acceſ- 

ſory or Means. This laſt Poſition is a ſelf- evi- 

dent Truth, and therefore ſtands in need of no 
Arguments or Reaſonings to defend and ſupport 
it. In my Opinion of Things, —a Man void 
of Fear may be happy, —at leaſt, tis a good In- 

gredient, and a very neceſſary one toward Happi- 

neſs, Tho' an acute Senſe and Diſcernment of 
Things are alſo requiſite. Thus Virgil ſays, 


. Felix Qui potuit Rerum dignoſcere Cauſes 
= Metue omnes; atque irrefitabile Fatum 
Subjectt Pedibus.— 


| But on the other Hand, a Perſon fetter'd with 
Fears and Terrours cannot poſſibly be happy or 
eaſy under them. 


As to the abſtract Idea, or Nature, of Inocu- 


lation, 1 apprehend 'tis altogether as reaſonable 
| to 


[ ro 
to ſuppoſe that the Almighty, All-gracious, and 
All-merciful Being did — either actually and 
expreſly inſpire Mankind with it or elſe ſuperna- 


turally impreſs'd it on Mankind, for their Preſer- 


vation, Comfort, and Happineſs, —as that it oc- 
curr'd to us ſpontaneouſly, —or (in other Words) 
that it is a Child of mere Human Invention and 
Caprice; ſo that, perhaps, the Thing called 
Inoculation may have a Right to boaſt a ſuperna- 
tural Deſcent or Degree, 7. e. it may, perhaps, be 
a Thing of Divine Inſtitution, or at leaſt may 
be the Reſult and Effect of a Divine Impulſe, — 
and not be a ſordid Thing of mere Human Con- 
ceit and Contrivance.—— But to ſupport and admit 
the contrary of this, is it not manifeſt and noto- 
rious, that we bleed, we purge, and practiſe many 
other Means and Medicines in order to preſerve 
Health, and prevent the Acceſs of Diſeaſes? The 
Practice of Inoculation was inſtituted, and is pro- 
ſecuted to anſwer the ſame Ends and Purpoſes.— 
—Plain Reaſon and common Policy inſtruct us, 
that it is better, and more eligible, to incur, or 
undergo, a flight Evil and Danger, which we 
might poſſibly avoid, than expoſe ourſelves to the 


Riſque of a much greater, which perhaps we can- 


not eſcape. And to this invariable and falutary 


Maxim it is that Inoculation (conſidered as a Hu- 


man Invention) appeals for its Juſtification. 


Tur foregoing Objection is purely Theological; 
or rather Metaphyſical :!=—But the following is 
ſtrictly Phyſical; and therefore I may probably be 


the better qualified to diſſect and diſplay it in 2- 


proper Light. To that I now proceed—in which 


Iwill endeavour to be as brief and conciſe (taking 


Care at the ſame Time to be clear and explicite) as 
poſſible. a AND 


(11 
Arp, Fir, That the Stamina, or Seeds of the 
Pox, a Scurvy, a Scropula, or of any other of the 


Diſtempers enumerated above, may be innate and 
inherent, or latent and concealed, in the Habit or 


Blood of the Perſon from whom the inoculating 
13 is taken. —S0 far is very poſſible. 


Secondly, Tur ſome ſmall Portion or Part of 
the — latent Seeds, or Stamina, may be ta- 
ken, together with the variolous Matter, and tranſ- 
planted into the Habit of the Perſon inoculated—— 
that alſo 1s ſomewhat probable—— But what may 


we reaſonably ſuppoſe to reſult from, or be the 
Conſequence of all this? Why truly nothing at 


all. This at leaſt is my Sentiment upon the 


Matter. Nor is it poſſible, dei ipcaking, 


that any Thing ſhould reſult from it. 


For, Thirdly, We muſt cool the Soak 
Seeds, or Stamina, thus tranſplanted, are. ſo yery 
ſmall, I mean in Quantity, as to be of no campa- 


rative Weight or Force— and conſequently it is 


by far more reaſonable to imagine that they wall 


be vanquiſhed, and as it were annihilated, by the 


Force of the Conſtitution, or the Animal Powers; 
into which they are received, than that, in their 
new Manſion, they ſhould recover or acquire Force 
and Power enough to wage War upon it; and fi- 
nally to reduce it under their TR and Sub- 
Jedi, 


Feurthly, and both, It in very probable, and 
almoſt certain, that the whole Bulk of the ſup- 
poſed latent Seeds, which Bulk is infinitely nal 
is ſo wrought upon during the Progreis of the Diſ- 


eaſe, by the varzolous Fer ever, which both precede 
B 2 ä and 


, q CY 
, _ — — 
* IS * r 22233 : — . 5 a \ — At Gs 
* - ws — p — _ 2 FN 2 : . * 
* —ͤ—ü— — p — ae Doom — : rs Hog Ge? no A rr. * * 2 — 2 n * — L — Kr * 5. 
; _ * 2 ; A 
_ 


12 
and ſometimes accompany it, either by dividing or 
comminuting their Molcecula or Parts; or elſe by 
digeſting and concocting them, as greatly to ener- 
vate and weaken their Force, if not entirely deſtroy 
their Eflence. 


Bur the Reaſonableneſs and Reſemblance of 
this Conjecture will obtain a yet greater Sanction, 
Authority and Force, if we only reflect on what is 
very obvious to daily Experience and Obſervation--- 
namely, that many Perſons who were, before they 


had the Small Pox, in the natural Way, valetudi- 


nary, weak, and fickly—have nevertheleſs become 
healthy, robuſt, and ſtrong, upon their having 
paſs'd through that Diſeaſe. And this, I think, 
proves plainly that the ſuppoſed fick Perſons were 
(till they had had the Small Pox) incumbered and 
diſtreſſed kept weak and fickly—by Means of 
ſome inherent (though latent and inviſible) ill Ha- 
bits, and that upon the Acceſs of the Small Pox— 
the ſuppoſed latent Seeds, or morbid Stamina, 
were intirely vanquiſhed, deſtroyed, and extermi- 
nated — together with the variolous Fomes, or 
Principle But further — I muſt obſerve, that 
the ſuppoſed latent Seeds, or morbid Stamina (up- 
on the Suppoſition of which this grand Objection 
is founded) are always ſubjected to two different 
Trials = or are twice put to the Torture. And 
therefore if the firſt ſhould not perſectly meliorate 
and correct them — nor intirely deſtroy or ſubdue 
their noxious Qualities = yet their being ſoon after 


| ſubjected a ſecond Time to the ſame Proceſs will, 


in Moral Certainty, compleatly effect it — For, 
Firſt, The variolous Matter (or Buds, as they are 
ſtiled) intended for the Purpoſe of Inoculation, is 


not taken out of the Puſtules till they are arrived at 
| a State 


134 


a State of Maturity - or nearly ſo. And therefore 
any foreign (though latent) morbid Seeds or Sta- 
mina of other Diſeaſes, muſt feceſſarily be much 
weakned, and infeebled —if not intirely vanquiſh- 
ed and ſubdued. And then the ſame foreign Seeds 
or Stamina of other Diſeaſes, are preſently deſtined 


to go through the whole Procels, and the fame 
Torture again,— in the Conſtitution; or Habit of _ 


the Perſon, into which they have been thus tranf- 
fuſed.—S0 that here 1 preſume they cannot fail to 
be utterly deprived, and to be even 22 2 
Exiſtence—I mean as to any noxious morbid 

lity And thus I preſume (and I believe it wilt 
appear ſo to every candid, rational, unprejudiced 
Perſon) that this ridiculous Objection is intirely de- 
feated. In fine, — If I had ever ſo many Rela- 
tions and Friends (of ſuch as never had the Small- 
Pox) whoſe Lives, Comfort and Happineſs, 1 was 
anxious and ſolicitous to preſerve, I would adviſe 
all, and each Individual of them, to be inoculated, 

for it is only undergoing a very light (though cer- 
tain Inconvenience, and a mere Shadow' of Dan- 
ger, in order to elude a much greater {though un- 
certain one) of both Sorts. -——_— D VE} 


Tue great Benefits and Advantages of Inocula- 
tion confiſt chiefly in theſe two Articles —1.- In 


the previous Management and Preparation of the 


Perſon who is to be inoculated. And this with 
Regard to Diet, as well as Medicine. 2. In hav- 
ing the Matter for Inoculation taken from” one 
who has a very mild, favourable Sort of Pox. And 
to theſe we may add, 3. That the beſt and pro- 
pereſt Seaſon of the Year may be made Choice of, 
for undergoing of the Operation. And even this 
is no inconſiderable Article. In g - 

cle 


1 
prudent Cautions and Proceedings (and I hope no 
one would be fo blind to his own Intereſt and 


Safety as to be inoculated, without being duly and 


judiciouſly prepar'd for it) every one, almoſt uni- 
verſally, who 1s inoculated, has a very mild and 
fayourable Sort of Pox. 'In a Word, the above- 
mentioned Benefits and Advantages that atcend the 
Practice of Inoculation, when judiciouſly conduct- 
ed, are obvious to, and avowed by, every candid, 
rational, and unprejudiced Perſon, 


Now, to bring Inoculation in Contraſt with the 
natural or ſpontaneous Small Pox—The Difference 
will be not only very obvious, but very great alſo. 
For, Firſt, Tis very notorious, that every Perſon 
who takes the Small Pox in the natural Way is in 
Danger of his or her Life. Secondly, By the inexo- 
rable Malice of this deadly Tyrant, Parents are 
often depriv'd of thoſe dear, invaluable Bleſ- 
ſings, their Children; — And Children, vice wer/a, 
of their dear, tender, indulgent Parents; Huſbands 
of their Wives, and Wives of their Huſbands. 
And, Thirdly, of ſuch as fortunately go through 
it, and ſurvive it. What Miſeries and Calami- 
ties are not many of them ſubjected to, even un- 


der the Progreſs of the Diſeaſe ?! Beſides thoſe 


that ſometimes follow after. how many fair 
blooming Faces, amongſt the tender, lovely Sex, 
have been deflower'd and cancell'd by it? How 
many Perſons have loſt their Eyes (ſome one, 
ſome both) by it? And of this I myſelf have 
known many melancholy Inſtances. — 


Tno” I never ( as above obſery'd) concerned 
myſelf perſonally in conducting the Buſineſs of In- 


Oculation, —as I never had the Small Pox, yet I 


alm 


[15 ] 
am very well inſtructed in, and acquainted with 
all the preparatory Methods at this Time in Prac- 
tice.——And though the Preparatory, Methods 

' uſed, have (within the Space of ten or fifteen 
Years. paſt) been very much improved,—and are 
at this preſent Time evidently good, - yet it is my 
Opinion, that I could ſuperadd to them, and im- 
prove upon them a good deal. 


Bx it not imagined, that I mention this with a 

View or Deſire to be concern'd in the Practice of 

what I fo earneſtly recommend (for 1 would 

much rather be excuted from it); but I mention it” 

in order to render the Practice of it yet more eaſy, 

ſafe, and ſalutary. And whoſoever ſhall contri- 

bute, or whatſoever Advices may for the future 
contribute, to the Advancement and Improvement 

of the Methods at preſent known and practiſed, — 

will, I fancy, be thought to deſerve well of the 

Publick. But, for my own Part, I am ſoon 

going out of the Country—at leaſt for a conſider- 

able Time;—and it is not certain that I ſhall return 

hither again. But, even, if my Views were ſo 

| ſelfiſh and fo fordid, as to hope and deſire to 
| reap Profit from and by the Practice of what I ſo 
| {trenuouſly recommend I dare fay I ſhould be 
groſly difappointed——PFor I ſee clearly and plainly 

that the major Part of Mankind, in this Part of 

our Hemiſphere, are fo far prejudiced in Favour of 

certain Medical Idols ( whoſe Sanctity and Excel- 

lencies are, perhaps, rather imagined or imputed” 

than real and ſolid). as juſtly to incur the Cenſure 

of Infatuation—or Wrongheadednefs.: But to re- 

turn to the Subject of Inoculation—this ſame Prac- 

tice of Inoculation is not only a Benefit and a Bleſ- 

{ing to Individuals, and to particular Communities. 

0 and | 
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and Societies but tis likewiſe a Benefit to the 


State or Nation in general.— For, without all Per- 


adventure, if this Practice was univerſally adopted, 
and proſecuted throughout the King's Dominions, 
many Thouſands of his Majeſty's Subjects would 
annually be preſerved by it——And fince Mr, Pau! 
the Surgeon (who is a Perſon of conſiderable For- 
tune, as well as of diſtinguiſhing Ability and Emi- 


nence in his Profeſſion) has as above obſerved. 


open'd the Scene, and commenced the Practice ot 
it in theſe Parts ſo ] hope and expect that it will 
make a rapid Progreſs and Advance—— I have at 
this Time, and upon this Occaſion, conſidered the 
Buſineſs of Inoculation with ſome Attention, and 
am really perſuaded that I could (as above ob- 
ſery'd) ſuperadd to, and improve upon, the pre- 
paratory Methods at preſent known and practiſed 
very conſiderably— However, for the preſent, 1 
will ſay no more upon that Head—only offer : 
Suggeſtion (to Phyſicians and others who under- 
take the Buſineſs of Inoculation) whether the Cor- 
tex (given after proper Cooling and Cleanſing, for 
a few Days before the Patients begin to ficken, and 
during the Progreſs of the Diſtemper) might not 
be of Uſe and Benefit. 


Dr. WALL, a very judicious and accurate Phy- 
ſician at Worceſter, has experienced it under ſome 
dangerous Circumſtances of the natural and ſpon- 
taneous Small Pox, with very great Succeſs—as he 
intimates in a Piece he publiſh'd in the Gent/emar!'s 
Magazine for November laſt. And as Dr. Wall's 
Opinion upon the Matter quadrates exactly with 
my own Sentiments upon it— ſo 1 wrote a Piece, 
in order to the further Proſecution, Illuſtration, 


and Inforcement, of the ſame laudable and uſeful 
Scheme, 


—— — ——ä a — 
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Scheme, which is in the Gentleman's Magazine for 
laſt Month—which Piece is addrefs'd by way of 
Letter to Dr. Vall, and fign'd' C. P. But upon 
peruſing the faid Magazine the other Day find 
that the Compilers of the Magazine have curtail'd 
and abridg'd that Piece, ſo as to reduce it within 


leſs than half its Compass. I likewiſe find that 
Dr. Cameron (another very learned and judicious 
Phyſician at Worceſter) has publiſh'd a Piece upon 
much the ſame Subject in the Gentleman s Maga- 
zine for January laſt - but I did not meet with 
that till my Piece was gone to London, otherwiſe I 
had ſome proper Remarks and Obſervations to 
make upon it. I am perſnaded that the learned 
and ingenious Dr. Huxam of Plymouth would be 
very well pleaſed with this Thought of giving the 
Cortex, upon inoculating the Small Pox.——And 
with all or either of theſe three ingenious Gentle- 
men (Dr. Wall, Dr. Cameron, and Dr. Huxam) I 
ſhould be very glad to confer upon this Subject; as 
well as upon ſome other Matters which my Studies 
within a few Days paſt have ſuggeſted to me. 
if I ſhould (after I have finiſh'd my Affairs at Lon- 
don) return back into this Country, and thould 
continue to enjoy the happy Sine-Cure, which I 
have been bleſs'd with for about fre or ſeven 
Months (till within about three Weeks paſt, 
that it has indeed ſuffered ſome ſmall Interruption) 
I may in that Caſe very probably pay a Viſit to one 
or other of them. i am not indeed acquainted 
with either of theſe Gentlemen, ——neyertheleſs I 
very well know their Characters, and much efteem 


their great Merits, — Dr. Wall and Dr. Cameron 


are, I well know, very learned and ingenious 
Gentlemen. — And Dr. Huxan: (as appears by the 
learned and claborate Works which he has pub- 
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liſhed) has deſerved highly of the Medical Art and 
Faculty.—— This Gentleman is a cloſe and juſt 
Imitator of the great Hippocrates, and indeed 4 
ſeems to have transfuſed the whole Soul of that di- ; 
vine Antient into himſelf. —As I am very ſoon | 
going to leave this Country—at leaſt for a conſider- 
able Time—it is, I think, very proper and requi- 
ite that I make up Accounts with People before I 
depart. And to that End and Purpoſe I can't 
omit to acquaint them, that a few Nights ago, I 
called and ſpent an Hour or two with a Family of 
my Acquaintance: The Chief of the Family (who 
is a very ſenſible Man, and my good Friend) feem'd 
to me to be ſorry I was going to leave the Country, 
and ſuppoſing that the Cauſe of my leaving it was 
a Decay, or rather a total Deſertion of my Practice. 
He told me, that he very well knew, and would 
clearly explain to me, the Cauſes of it. And 
this he accordingly. did in Manner following, 1. e. 
My. Friend reminded me, that at, or about, ten 
Months ago, I was conſulted for a Woman (a very 
worthy and amiable Perſon ſhe was) very far gone 
in a Waſte or Conſumption, —of which ſhe ſoon 
after died That a Perſon in the laſt Stage of a 
Conſumption, ſhould die, even under the Care and 
Advice of a Phyſician (ſuppoſing him to be the 
beſt and greateſt in the World) that, you'll ſay, 
is no Wonder; and conſequently, you'll fay, I 
deſervedly incurr'd no Cenſure and Reproach upon 
that Score. 


Now, to ſpeak my real Sentiments upon this 
3 Matter; or rather to ſay what I know for certain, 
> — This fame good and lovely Woman died tabid, z. c. 
of a confirmed Tabes; which is a Diſtemper 
that generally proves fatal. And beſides, it ap- 
1 pear'd 


9 
pear d very plain to me, that her Blood and Juices 
were reduced to a very poor, ſpiritleſs, vapid 
State or Condition. — What then, in Gop's Name 
| (People will naturally fay) can be the Reaſon or 
3 Foundation for all the Cenſure, Calumny, and 
| Slander which has been fo induſtriouſly ſpread 
abroad? Seeing the Patient was ſo far gone, and 
reduced to ſo deplorable a State before I was called 
to her Why this is the very Cate, —namely, —her 
tender, affectionate indulgent Mother (whom 1 
| look upon to be a very good and valuable Woman) 
| was very inquiſitive and folicitous to know my 
Opinion and Thoughts as to the State of the Vit- 
ccra, and of the Lungs in particular. In Anſwer 
to her importunate Queſtions and Enquiries: (after 
I had examined what ſhe ſpit up) I gave it as my 
Opinion, that her Lungs were not ulcerated. Now; 
when ſuch appears to be the State of the Cale; 
12, that the Lungs are ulcerated, we then look 
upon our Patients to be one Remove (tho' perhaps 
but a fmall one) from a State of Deſperation. At 
the ſame Time I neither did nor could, in my pri- 
vate Opinion, intirely diſculpate her Lungs, - or 
ſuppoſe them quite undiſtemper'd : For 'tis well 
known to Phyticians' of good Judgment and Ex- 
perience, that the Lungs (tho' quite free from Uk 
ceration) may be affected and diſtempered various 
other Ways, —and ſuch as will with equal Certain- 
ty terminate in Death. "3h 
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Uros the Death of this very excellent and ami- 
able Creature, it was buz'd; or rather bellow'd 
abroad, as I am now inform'd, tho' I never heard 
a Syllable of it before, that I was moſt groſty miſ- 
taken in her Diſtemper, for that I had declared her 
in a Way of Recovery, and as it were out of Dan- 
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ger, even the Day before ſhe died, and from theſe 
Premiſes it was inferr'd and concluded, that I muſt 
neceſſarily be very ignorant and quite deſtitute of 


ſound Judgment, and a good Diſcernment in Diſ- 
eaſes, —ſeeing that I had erred ſo very groſly in my 


Judgment upon this Caſe. 


Now, in Anſwer to all this, I declare and aver, 
that the Whole, and every Part of the Accuſation, 
are abſolutely falſe in Fact; and conſequently that 
all the malicious Rumours and Reports which have 
been ſpread abroad are rank Calumny and Slander ; 
—that they are equally black and bate,—cqually 
ſcandalous and villainous in their Nature; and I 
look upon all ſuch as have been concern'd in 
hatching, forging, ſpreading, and propagating 
theſe ſlanderous Reports — as infernal Imps; as 
mere Hell-hounds, &c. &c. Cc. But ſhould 1 
deſcend from the metaphyſical Region, and give 
them ſome earthly Appellation I am at a Lots 
by what Name, Stile, or Title, to dignify and di- 
{tinguiſh them—ſhall I pronounce them Wretches, 


Reptiles, or Harpies? 


I FURTHER declare, and aver, that when J 
was firſt called to this amiable Creature (with 
whoſe Sweetneſs, and Lovelineſs I was quite charm- 
ed—and conſequently was very anxious to relieve, 
and recover her) I judg'd the Caſe to be extreamly 
dangerous; and to afford but ſmall Hopes of a 
Cure. But I agree with Cel/us—and will always 
follow his Maxim—in this---v/z. Tho' a Dif- 
temper be ever ſo dangerous,—if not abſolutely 
deſperate=—I will yet endeavour, and do my ut- 
molt for the Benefit of my Patient even at the 
Riſque of my own Reputation. And this is what a 

- Fe © Phyſician 


Phyſician whoſe Views are ſordid and ſelfiſh will 
ſcarcely. do—leſt the Iſſue of the Caſe ſhould re- 
flect Cenſure and blame upon him. 


| 1 FURTHER 5 That ( it is confi- 
dently reported that I gave Hopes of her Recovery 
even the Day before ſhe died,) I did not fee her, 

nor call upon her for ſeveral Days (I believe four 
or five) before ſhe died, —How far her Mother 
(whom, as above obſerv'd, I look upon to be a 
good and valuable Woman) was concern'd in ſug- 

geſting theſe Things—1 don't know indeed, but 
if the had any fhare in it---I can and do readilyfor- 
give her,---for I conſider that ſhe was, and neceſ- 
farily muſt be, extremely afflicted and concern d for 
the Loſs of ſo excellent and amiable a Daughter. 
However the Acceſs of this News to me, reminds 
me that her Mother (ever ſince her Daughter' 8 
Death) has very carefully ſhun'd the Sight of me, 
---and has moſt ſcrupulouſly avoided me when 
ever ſhe has ſeen me coming that way. 


Tuls, indeed, I often ſaw---and often obſery'd 
---but alas! I imputed it to quite another Cauſe. 
I imagin'd that this good Woman (my Patient's 
Mother) only regretted the Half Guiney ſhe gave 
mc when I was firſt called, (which was all L had 
of her; tho' I viſited the Patient I believe half a 
Dozen Times) and that ſhe thought it was all 
Money thrown away, as her Daughter was not 
recovered by it. 7 


I wov'd not have People infer, from what I 
have juſt now been ſaying, that I am fo ſuper» 
abundantly modeſt in iny Expectations and De- 
mands, On the. contrary, my: Lemper, is, pet 


haps, 
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haps, to be as ſaucy; and to put as high a Value 
upon my Services, as the proudeſt of the Faculty. 
But ſhou'd any one aſk me why I do not. 
wou'd Anſwer as Horace did upon another Occa- 
fon—Cupidum, Pateroptime, wires deficiunt, A 
Man muſt be poſſefs'd of an Ample, or at leaſt an 
eaſy, Fortune to take ſuch a bold Step. — This 
however is a trite Politic which has been tried 
many a Time,---and with very happy Succeſs, 
For if one Doctor will infiſt on Two Guineas 
for what another (of equal, perhaps ſuperior, Me- 
rit and Ability) will do for one. The ignorant 
ill Judging Part of Mankind will run with the 
greateſt Avidity after the former, becauſc they 
imagine his Advice muſt be twice as good as an- 
others. The penetrating Eyes of the French 
would preſently ſee through and detect this Cheat. 
They would ſay, C'eſt pour Sencherir : And in 


Truth I wonder the Engliſb don't fee through it alſo. 


But God bleſs every Body— 1. e. the Otherwiſe as 
well as the Wiſe. But ſo much for a faſhion- 
able Digreſſion and I now gather up the Thread 
of my Narration. I muſt not forget to obſerve that 
the Minters and Propagators of the forementioned 
ſcandalous Reports, have acted with fuch a Zeal 
and Indefatigableneſs as are ſcarce to be conceived 
of expreſs d; for in order to corroborate and va- 
lidate their Slanders and Calumnies, upon this par- 
ticular Affair, they have ſought after, and brought 
upon the Carpet other Things, as collateral Aids 
and Supports. Perhaps, indeed, they minted, and vent- 
cd theſe others Slanders and Calumnies, not only as 
collateral Aids and Supports to the former, but alſo to 
revive and perpetuate them in People's Memories, 


And if this was (as ſeems very probable) really 


the Caſe - then it muſt be confeis'd” they 5 
45 „55 ðͤ like 


1 23 ] 


like very ſhrew'd (tho 4 0 wan 
now to the Matter in Hand. * 


Trost Hellhounds (my Perſecutors) ESE oven 
out that my Conduct and Practice, in the Caſe of 
a Gentleman (whom I much Eſteem, Reſpect and 
Honour) was highly erroneous and blameable— 
or rather egregiouſſy bad, abſurd and prepoſterous, 
—— That is to ſay,---in their Opinions of it; 
and ſuch, doubtleſs, are the Marks and Characters 
they wou'd have repreſented it under——if they 
cou'd have fallen npon theſe Terms, or Expreſ- 
lions——however, they declared (viva voce) and 
and maintained (7ofus viribus) that 1 had certainly 
been the Death of that worthy Gentleman, if, by a 
lucky Incident, foreign Aid and Aſſiſtance had not 
ſeaſonably been called in, by whoſe Means (as they 
give out and maintain) the Gentleman was happily 
reſcued from. the imminent Perils and Pangers - 
had brought him into. — And whereas it is (or at 
leaſt was at that Time) notorious that my Brethren 
and I difter'd very widely in our Opinions concern- 
ing the Nature of the Diſtemper, and the Methods 
proper to be uſed, I here aſſert, and claim to my- 
ſelf, the whole and ſale Merit of that Cure — and 
this I will maintain againſt all Oppoſers whatever, 
And if I was to attempt a Recognition and Recital 
of the whole Caſe, — from he. Beginning to the 
End, = with my Sentiments upon it, and Proceed- 
ings in it, - and offer them to the Publick, — I be. 
lieve they would do me both Credit and Honour in 
the Opinions and Judgments of the more difcern- 
ing and unprejudiced Part of the Faculty I ſa 
fully and clearly ſaw the erroneous Opinions of my 
Colleagues concerning this Caſe, that bought! it 
incumbent on me (tor my own Credit and Hoy 

nour 
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nour) to declare my Diſſention from them. — And 
I now xecollect, that once upon that Occaſion, a 
very agreeable worthy young Lady (out of pure 
Friendihip and Kindneſs to me) adviſed me by all 


Means rather to conceal than confeſs to the World 


my diſagreeing with my Colleagues upon this Cale. 
As ſhe imagined the Knowledge of it might diſ- 
credit mè in the Eſtimation and Opinion of the 


World. — But (ſo obſtinate and opiniated was I, or 


ſo ĩt might be thought I was): that I diſdained and 
deſpiſed any n baſe Com Pliances. 


IND EE D this Affair deſerves to be more fully 
diſſected and diſplayed and this I could and would 
do pretty effetually, —if I thought it would not 
be diſagreeable to the very worthy Gentleman 
who was the Subject of it. I remember it was 
with much ado I could reſtrain myſelf from writ- 
ing and publiſhing the whole Proceedings in the 
Caſe as ſoon as it was ended. And the very 
fame Reaſons which would alone prevent me now, 
did ſo at that Time. But was I to exhibit at 
large a true and faithful Narrative of the whole 
Proceedings and Machinary——7. e. to repreſent 
all the Stratagems, Intrigues and Devices of my 
Confederates in the Caſe, they would amount at 


leaſt to a good Farce, and by the Help of a little 


Elbow-greaſe, would make a good Comedy. 
Judge only, Fir, How I muſt be ſurprized to ſee 
a young Gentleman, though in Truth a very ſen- 
ſible one, ſent from afar off to aſſiſt me in a Con- 
ſultation. And then, Secondly, To fee all the Con- 
fidence and Truſt transferred from me to him, — 
whereas it was moſt manifeſt, that this Gentleman 
was really, with reſpect to Years and Experience, 


a a mere Suckling, compar'd to myſelf, — But then, 


whereas 


125 

whereas it was plain that this Gentleman was but 
of late Years initiated in the alεfανννl, the ſacred 
Myſteries, and the Practice of Medicine — and in 
order to ſupport and confirm to him the Prehemi- 
nence — another Gentleman (one of a more ma- 
ture Age) was joined with him ſo that under 
this happy Aſſociation and Combination they could 
and did carry all before them I {aw immediate- 
ly and very plainly, that J had nothing more to 
do than to be a Spectator: To ſignify my Acquieſ- 

cence by my Silence and to ſpecify my Aſſent 
by my Signature and this I did, indeed, ſeeing 
that nothing I could propoſe was admitted, and that 
nothing which they advanced could be deſtructive 
or pernicious, In reality it was very plain to me, 

that our worthy Patient was quite out of Danger 
before any of theſe Gentlemen were called in to 
my Aſſiſtance, and would have been much ſooner 
reſtored to perfect Health, if they had never come 
to my Help. 


Tris Affair was ſpread and blazed about the 
Country for many Miles around, —and as I very 
well remember, much to my Prejudice and Detri- 
ment,— I was told, with a Note of Admiration 


and Aſtonifhment, by ſeveral Gentlewomen, my 


good and worthy Friends, many Miles hence, that 


Doctor ſuch a one had taken the Precedence of me 


in Con ſultation, acl bgning firſt, 


In good Truth, when the ſaid Gentleman and 


myſelf were firſt concern'd together, which was in 
another and preceding Caſe, I did pay him the 
Complement of Precedence — little thinking he 
would accept it 


and not renumerate any po- 
liteneßs, by a Tender of the ſame· Civility but ſo 
D it. 
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it happened, that he accepted of it as his undoubt- 
ed Right then—and has ever fince aflumed it. But 
1 have been long ſince reſoly'd, if ever we meet in 
Conſultation again, to enquire into his Pretenſions 
to this Right of Precedence. —- Be it underſtood, 
however, that the Right of Precedence, with us, 
docs not depend upon Superiority of Merit, or Su- 
periority of Years, — but upon a prior Date of our 
Commiſſion. I mult not omit to mention, that 
the youngeſt of my Colleagues (who, though an 
Alien, was the Phyſician Reſident) on the Morn- 
ing before he departed, gave a long Preſcription 
into my Hands, which he had doubtleſs drawn vp 
proviſionally for that Purpoſe, and graciouſly de- 
lign d as a Rule for me to walk by, 


Wine I return'd home in the Eyening, I look'd 
it over, but found little or nothing in it that I could 
approve—ſome Things indeed that I much diſap- 
prov'd. Upon this I put Pen to Paper, and 
drew out a Sketch of my own Thoughts upon the 
Matter.—— And this (with his own) I gave into 
the Gentleman's Hands, for his Peruſal, the next 
Morning.: — A little before he departed, be look d 
it over with a ſlight Air,. then return'd it to me, 
----2nd ſoon after ſet out for his Abode — But, to 
my very great Surprize, on the Evenirg of this 
ſame Day came the other Phyſician to ſee our Pa- 
tient. Well then (ſaid I to myſelf) tis very plain 
I cannot be truſted one Day; no, not one Hour. 
Iwas indeed cited (pro forma, at this, and other 
ee, Times, to come in Conſultation with 
this Colleague But as I ſaw plainly that our 
Patient had nothing to do but to grow gradually in 
Health and Strength, ſo ] gave very little Attention 


either to or at our Mectings, I don't at all queſtion 
but 
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but that the, young Gentleman, when he return d 
home, and was aik'd by the Friends of our Patient, 

how he left him? anſwered, that he left him in a 

very good Way, —and that he did not doubt but he 

would do very well if no unlucky fatal Miſtake 

were futurely by me committed. But ſhall I ſtop 

here? No! I cannot! I muſt go on further. —This 

internal Crew, my Slanderers, have attempted to 

draw freſh Recruits and Succours (in order to give 

a keener Elge, as well as greater Force and Effect 

to their vainous Calumnies) from my Conduct in 

the Ilineis of a young Lady, whoſe Death I cannot 

think of without the extremeſt Regret and Con- 

cern (as the was truly a very lovely engaging Per- 

ſon) upon this melancholy Occaſion, they have 
minted and vented a thouſands Calumnies and 

Siinders—ard ſuch as I can't hear or think of 
wichoud being as much aſtoniſhed at the Fruit- 
fulneſs of their Invention, as at their Villainy and 
Impudence. 2. 1 | 


In Anſwer to theſe Cenſures and Slanders, my 
Friend (who is a ſenſible worthy Man) ſaid; that 
to his certain Knowledge both 'the Families had 
declar'd themſelves perfectly well ſatisfied as to my 
Conduct in both Caſes and that they believed 
had done all that was poſſible for a good Phyſician 
to do. To this they (my Perſecutors) rephed,—' 

They (meaning the Families) might perhaps ſay 
ſo—but what (themſelves). ſaid was the Truth. 
Thus they, in Fact, charge theſe worthy Families 
with Prevarication and Falſhood. And ſuppoſe 
that the Language of their Tongues, and the 
Thoughts of their Hearts, differ as widely as Black 
from White——by this they inſinuate, that though 
both the Families are fully-perſuaded and * 
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of my Errors and Miſtakes, — yet out of a humane 


. "compaſſionate Diſpoſition, they bad rather draw a 


Veil over, and conceal them, than ruin my Character 
by expoſing them. But further, theſe Wretches 
have given out that a certain -Perſon (a very ncar 
Ally to the Family) damn'd me, and that he 
otherways infulted and abuſed me in a very groſs 
and outrageous Manner And that- 1, being 
conſcious and convinced of my Errors and Miſ- 
takes, took it very calmly and contentedly, which, 
however, is ſomewhat alien from my natural 


. Temper, 


As concerning this laſt Article, — this, indecd, 
does ſeem to have ſome Shadow of Foundation ; 
for, though the whole, and every Part of this Aſ- 
ſertion is abſolutely falſe in Fact, - yet I muſt ac- 
knowledge it (and ſorry I am that I am oblig'd to 
mention 1t, but I dare not omit it, becauſe ſhould 
I deny any one Article which they can, make ap- 
pear to have ſome Shadow of Foundation——they 
would not fail to exult and triumph upon it, and 


would palm all the reſt of their deviliſh Lies 


upon the World for Truths. That Gentleman, 
who is a very worthy, ſenſible, and well-bred 
Man, did once ſo far forget himſelf, or, to uſe the 
Expreſſion of Shakeſpear, was fo far wide of his 
own Reſpect, as to expreſs himſelf ſomewhat in- 
decently, which, however, though I can't well 


forget it, I readily forgive. 


Now leſt theſe Folks, my Perſecutors, ſhould 
be under any Fears or Apprehenſions that their 
baſe, villainous Slanders have. not had the deſired 
Effect, I do hereby, and by theſe Preſents, certify, 
and declare, that their zealous and impious En- 

. 1 deavours 
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20 
deavours to ruin my Reputation have met with 
all the Succeſs they could wiſh or deſire; for 
during the Space of ſix or ſeven Months paſt, 
till very lately, my Practice has greatly decay d, 
or rather totally deſerted me. — I hope my Perſe- 
cutors will think themſelves obliged to me for this 1 
Information—and that they'll have as much Plea- { 
| 


ſure in the Reading, as I have in the Relating ih 
| My good Friend (who reveal'd theſe Secrets to 
| me) declar'd that he believ'd that I had loft at 
leaſt an hundred Guineas, nay, much more, within 
leſs than a Year paſt, in, Conſequence, of theſe 
ſlanderous Reports. Indeed he mention'd ſeveral 
particular Perſons - who wou'd have ſent for me, 
if they had not been terrified and hipder'd by 
the baſe and villainous Stories, that were then 
| current of me. But ſo it did (as moſt probably, 
| it wou'd):'fall out—when my Merits and Ac- 
compliſhments were fuperceded and ſet aſide.— 
They then ſent, the Lord knows where, for the. 
Lord knows who, in Quality of a Phyfician.---- 
Perhaps, indeed, theſe Calumnies and Slanders 
were coined and utter'd againſt me with no other 
View and Deſign, than to ſtrip me of every Me- 
rit, and every Accompliſſiment and then to 
| lay what they had robb'd and deſpoil'd me of, 
, upon the Back of another who perhaps may 
ſtand in need of them. | 


Wr very well know, that there, is a certain 


| | medical High Prieſt, who (with the more illite- 
| rite and undiſcerning Part of Mankind) is highly 
| celebrated and reverr'd——to whoſe loaden Altars 
the Generality of old Women (of both Sexes) pay 
| the profoundeft Adoration, and are inceſſantly of. 


fering 


and Expectations— with them. 


{ 30 ] 
fering Incenſe. And yet (notwithſtanding theſe 
E Prejudices, of an ill judging wrong- 
eaded People) I had within leſs than a Year ago, 
ſo well diſtinguiſhed myſelf, by ſeveral very happy 
and great Cures, in very arduous and difficult Ca- 


ſes.— That ſome of my Friends complimented 


me upon the Proſpect and ſure Preſages of an 
approaching Increaſe of Fame and Renown. 
Theſe Perſons (my Friends) argu'd in my Fa- 
vour, that I ſhou'd, and neceſſarily mult, very 


ſoon blaze out in full Luſtre, and come into great 
Fame and Practice. 


But how much (alas) 
with us? And Opinions 
And hence 
it ſhould ſeem to be with Phyſicians as (according 
to the Poet's Expreſſion) it is with the Fair Sex, 


are Times chang'd 


i. e. one falſe Step (whether real or only im- 


puted) intirely damn's our Fame.— Now 1t 
baving been plainly and clearly made appear to 


me, that theſe baſe, villainous Slanders, and Ca- 


lumnies have caus'd me the Loſs of fome certain 
Patients.—-I can't help ſuſpecting that ſome other 
Defections and Deſertions have ſprung from the 


_ fame Source, 


Now, by Means of the new Lights, which 
reſult to me from theſe Informations, I can form 
probable Conjectures concerning certain Pheno- 
mena; which otherwiſe I ſhou'd ſcarce be able 
to account for and explain, — and of theſe I cannot 
omit (how diſagreeable ſoever the mentioning 
them may be to me) to relate the moſt remarkable 
and ſtriking.— And (F:r/t,) There is a very wor- 
thy and hopeful young Perſon, (one of a very 
conſiderable Family in this Place, — of a Family 
whom I was always in very good Friendſhip 4 N , 

| 9 1 
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11 
and had I think a very good Right to be held 
in Preference by them te any ether Phyſician 
hereabouts) who was much indifpoſed about ſeven 
or eight Months ago.---Ngw it eame to paſs, (for 
ſo the Fates wou'd have it) that the good People 
(his Relations and- Friends) quite forgetting me, 
or overlooking me, ſent out, quagque verſum, to 
remote Places in queſt of Phyſicians. Firſt, (ac- 
cording to Cuſtom) they ſent for one; who is a 
Gentleman of gbod Senſe, and a good Phyſician 
doubtleſs.— But alas! after they had uſed him 
ſome Time, and were grown weary of him) fot 
ſo the Fates would have it) they left him, and 
fent the Lord knows where thy? another RY 
and with this their new Choice, they ſeem'd to 
acquieſce, and to reſt perfectly ſatizfied, — a if 
this was the Ne plus ultra—the laſt Reſort: If 
this Man cou'd not cure him, —Gop's Will be 
done, And yet I very well remember, that, in 
thoſe Days, ſome very wiſe Folks' were of Opi- 
nion that they expos d their Judgment to juſt 
Cenſure, by the Change and new Choice they 
had made; and intimated that they had honoured 
the old Proverb (our of the Frying-Pan into the 
Fire) with a plenary Accompliſhments by it.—And 
beſides, this ſame Freak or Frolick, of ſend- 
ing” out to remote Places, for medical Af 
ſiſtance, —was not only more expenſive to them, 
but more - inconvenient alſo, on many Accounts. 
However, under the Auſpices of this new Doctor, 
(who plyed the Patient very aſſiduouſſy) the Pa- 
tient languiſhed a good while, — till at leni his 
Diſtemper was rather worn out by Time, (as 
ſome Folks imagine) than cured by Medicines: — 
But ſuppoſing that they had taken a Pique at, or 
been diſſatisfied with, this laſt DoRer, —and that 
the 
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the Diſtemper had'remain'd- vnconquer d, AY dare 
ſay, they wou'd have ſent out to the remoteſt 
© Cornets of the Earth (Eaſt, Weſt, North- and 


South) in queſt of Phyſicians, —rather than have 
conſulted me, — ſo that I muſt neceſſarily judge, 


| and conclude, that I have been repreſented t to 
295 as a very dangerous Perſon. | 


I Have always look'd upon this as the moſt 
fatal Stroke to my Character and Eſtabliſhment 
here: For this Event muſt neceſſarily ſet all the 


People at a Gaze ! It muſt make them ſtare and 


wonder! What in Gop's Name (People wou'd 
ſay) has Dr. Perry done to incur ſuch a palpa- 
ble Slight, and ſo groſs an Affront? And this 
from a Family in the Neighbourhood, with whom 
he was always well pants, and in good 


F tiendſhip. 


Turkxk 1s [yet Another Affair (hat happen d 
lately in a neighbouring Town) which appears 
very myſterious to me, and which I can't otherwiſe 
account for than by ſuppoſing it to ſpring from 
the fame poiſonous: Source. There was a Gen- 
tlewoman (of a Family I was well enough known 
to); who was ſeiz d with a Fever of which ſhe 


afterwards died. Now, whereas I had very 
well diſtinguiſhed and ſignalized myſelf in and 


about that Town, by many happy and great 
Cures ſo J might reaſonably imagine, and 
expect, that I ſhould be had in Preference there, 


| to any other Phyſician more eſpecially by all 


duch as I was either acquainted with or known to. 


And belides——this Gentlewoman had a 


Siſter . with her (a Gentlewoman whom I had 


Pliged, bur the laſt Year, in à very eſſential 


Point 
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Point, by remitting, or giving up, à Claim of at 
leaſt five Guincas: And I vow I wou'd not 
undergo the ſame Fatigue and Anxiety again for 
that Recompence) all the Time of her Illneſs, - 
and fiom whom I might reaſonably. expect that 
ſhe wou'd (either out of her Opinion of my ſu- 
perior Skil, or out of Gratitude to my Gene- 
roſt.y have adviſcd and recommended me to her 
Siſter. —— But notwithſtanding all theſe my Pre- 
tenſions (whether real and ſubſtantial or only by 
me vainly imagined) to a Right of Preference. 
they ſent further off for another Phyſician—by 
and under whoſe happy Auſpices, the Patient, was, 
in Gop's good Time, ſafely conſign'd to the peace- 
ful Manſions of the Grave. — Be it not imagined, 
that I mean by what have ſaid, to undervalue or 
depreciate the Merits of the Perſon who was 
concern'd in the Caſe, — far otherwiſe, —for I 
profeſs to have a very good Opinion of him,—and 
a vcry good Eſteem for him; — but as in the 
military Sphere the veteran Troops have always 
the Preference to thoſe of a later Eſtabliſhment, 
who are lefs experienced in the Art of War; 
ſo in the Sphere of Phyſick, the oldeſt Officer 


ſhould, I think, have the ſame. 


A Few Days ago a certain Perſon very offici- 
ouſly told me, that Miſs ſuch a one was in a very 
weak declining Way, &c. This Intelligence in- 
ſtantly called to my Remembrance, that betwixt 
two and three Years ago, I attended this ſame Per- 
ſon in a dangerous nervous Fever, from which I 
happily recovered her. ——I remember likewiſe, 
that being afk'd by the Parents (after my Patient 
was recovered) what Recompence 4 required gf 
expected, -I teferr d it (as I wou'd gladly do - 


; 
| 
| 
| 
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all Caſes) to themſelves to give what they pleaſed. 
—— However, they infilted that I cord ſay 


what wou'd content me. And ſceing that I was 
indiſpenſably oblig'd to be my own Carver, I re- 


ſolved not to err, unleſs it was on the Right Side. 
Therefore I was ſo extreamly modeſt as to ſay one 
Guinea, accordingly one Guinea I bad. 
two or three wou'd have been nearer the Mark of 

Juſt — And, indeed, tis generally 
(tho not-always) my Way, when I am oblig'd to 
carve for myſclf; to leave room to ſuperadd con- 
fiderably, —but notwithſtanding I was fo ſucceſs- 
ful, and withall ſo very moderate and diſintereſted 
in my Demand,—yet this ſame Perſon (in a fi h- 
ſequent illneſs) quite overlook d me; and has quite 


| Srget the Juſtice and Gratitude ſhe owed to my 


paſt | Services. And, in fine, has been hawking 
about, the Lord kriows where, for Advice, 


However, as this Act was prior in Date to the 


Invention and Diſpertion of the fore mentioned Slan- 
and Calumnics, — ſo 1 look upon the Defection, 
and Apoſtacy of this Perſon and her Adheiecnts 


tobe the pure Effect of a groſs heavy Under- 


ſtanding; —and, perhaps, it might appear (upon a 
nice Scrutiny) that the Fauners and Wäorſhipers 
of a certain Idol are, generally ſpeaking, Perſons 
of that Sort of Temperament. — In good Truth, 
the old Axiom (Si milia Similibus gaudent) wilt 
moſt commonly claim the Sanction of its Accom- 
pliſhment.—— And very right it is that it ſhou'd 
be ſo, —for if old Axioms, and old Maxims, as 
well as old Phrophecies and Proverbs, were not to 
be frequently - accompliſhed and fulfilled, they 

wou'd very foon loſe their Force- and Credit,--- 
and be no more,----what they were. 


* . F * + — 
* + rg * 135 „ w EY 
* * * 


* — IR- 


Tho® 


1 
* _— v 


135 


_I-REMEMBER; that in the firſt Days not of my 
Reign but) of my Eſtabiſhment here, I perform'd 
ſever. vcry great Cures in Caſcs of the Thronce 
kind. All of them. Pro Deo---and ſuch ag 
would have eternized any one Phyſiciun of am 
1 And yet thoſe ſignal Inſtances ef 

my Succeſs——thole ftrong Indications of a ſuꝑe . 
rior Skill---were of no manner of Effect in the: 
Extention of my Fame and Practice. * 2802 


FT nave (as may be nad appear) perform 
many great Cures ſince I have been in this Coun- 
try. And of ſuch the moſt remarkable, which 
at preſent occur to my Memory: are Fi. 7 that I 
pertoim'd upon Jobn Tyler of "Beach Appearame.. 
gecondly,, That upon Sarah Grinuall of Frampton 
Green. The Third was on honeſt George Harmer of: 
Ranwick, And the Fourth Richard White of 
FWeiiripp. — Dh firſt- mentioned ( Fobn Tyler, 
had been grievouſly atficted with a Bloody Flure 
(attended wich of excruciiting Pains) for eig or 
nine Wecks——— which had: redijc'd him both in' 
3 and Purſe to the Brink of Deſttuction. 


—— — gr” 


I weLL remember that Job T; ler ſent a M: an | 

4 his Acquaintance, with a State of his Caſe in- | 
Writing, on Sunday in the Afternoon; and had i 
addreſſed himſelf to my Predeceſſor; „but the Meſ- 

ſenger, being come to the Top of the Tove, met 

2 Man of his Acquaintance, who aſk'd him, What 
Buſineſs brought him to Town? the Meſſenger told 

him, that he was come to requeſt Doctor ſuch a 

one's Advice for his Friend John Tyler, who: was 
in a very weak deplorable Condition The 

! Man reply'd, The Doctor has been dead and buried 
| ſeveral Weeks, — What, alas! ſhall 1 do then for 
N E 2 my 
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my poor fick Friend? anſwer'd the Meſſenger — 
The Perſon reply'd to him, that his Furpoſc ne- 
vertheleſs, might be at leaſt as well ſerv'd, if not 
better; intimating, that tho' the other Doctor 
was dead, a much greater was come in his Flace, 
— ne, ſaid he, who is no leſs charitable and 
beneficient to the Poor and Needy, --- than ſucce ſo- 
ful in every Thing he undertakes.--Upon this En- 
couragement the Man came down to. me; and 
ſhew'd me the State of the Caſe in Wriuang, 
which, indeed, was conceivd and expreis'd in 
very aukward uncouth Terms, 


AFTER I had perus'd the Scripture, I told the 
Man, that as the Caſe ſeem'd to be very intricate 


and very dangerous, fo I muſt neceſſarily fee the 


fick Perſon, in order to do him effectual Service. 
That, Sir, reply'd the Men, is what we can nei- 
ther expect nor defire; For, added he, the poor 
Man is very much reduced by his long Illneſs, and 
is quite unable to make you any Recompence — 
That, ſaid I, ſhall not break Squares. — ] muſt, 
and will, ſce the poor Man, and will do it with as 
much Promptitude and Pleaſure, as if he was the 
richeſt Perſon in the Country. Accordingly I 


went the next Morning; and after I had fully cxa- 


mined into the Caſe, and duly conſidered every 
Symptom and Circumſtance of it, I then preſcrib- 
ed for him. Well! This very Preſcription alone 
(which indeed was ſomewhat copious, —as it con- 
tained two diſtinct Proceſſes of Medicine) perfectly 
cured and reſtor d the Man to Health.- And I really 
look upon this to be as great a Cure as has been per- 
form'dat any Time or Place, This Caſe I muſt con- 


fes was not ſtrictly Speaking of the Chronic Kind, 


unleſs it may be ſtiled ſuch on Account of its long 
* : Con- 


TY 


Continuince but I aſſert that Chronic Cures are 
the b-it and ſureſt Teſt of a Phyſician's Judgment 
and Skill — for acute. Diſeaſes may terminate ei- 
ther in Deith, or a perfect Recovery without the 
Phy ſician's bei ing to blame in the forme or in- 
tiiled to Praiſe in the latter becauſe in theſe Caſes 
the belt judg'd and beſt concerted Methods may be 
dofe ted by the Diſeaſe. A- on the contrary, a 
hippy and ſalutary Crifis ſhall ſometimes be 
brought about under the moſt injudicious Treats 
ment. Fu 


Tye ſecond Caſe I ſhall mention, is of one 
Sarah Grindall of Frampton. This phor Creature 
(who was then eleven Years of Age) was quite- 
over-run wich a ſcrophulous Diſorder — the moſt: 
inveterate and virulent I ever faw -— and ſuch” as 
would, I believe, let Mr. Chart or who will, 
think otherwite) mike a Mock at the Royal 
Touch — where, or in whomſoever this funcled 
Virtue might be repoſed.— In fine, this poor” 
Girl was render da perfect Cripple — ſhe was. 
brought by her Father in his Arms (being quite 
incap ble of walking) to Mr. Cambridge's Houle ; „ 
at, whoſe particular "Inſtance and Requeſt I exa-/ 
mined the Caſe, and preſcribed for her. ive 
well remember that Mr. Cambridge told me, 
might expect ſome Recompence for my Cure and 
Advice but as the Caſe appeared to me almoſt 
deſperate— ſo I abſolutely diſclaimed any Recom- 
pence, but promiſed to do her all the Service in my 

ower — Pro Deo. — I accordingly undertook her, 
and preſcribed for her from Time to Time, and at 
length I recover'd her even beyond the moſt 
fanguine of my Hopes and Expectations.— I re- 


member 1 called to fee this Girl about a Year after, 
when 
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when ſhe was very well. What may have be- 
fallen her ſince I don't know indeed. 


Now I really imagined (fo groſly was I miſtaken 
in my Computation) that this ſignal Inſtance of 
my Succeſs— this ſo eminent and evident a Spe- 
cification, or rather a Proof of a ſuperior Judgment 
and Skill — would have impreſs'd Mr. Cant, idge 
with very favourable and advantageous Ideas of 
me, and more eſpecially as the Cure was per form- 
ed upon fo ardudus and intricate a Caſe—— upon 
a Diſeaſe which claims the firſt Place amonoſt thoſe 
which are comuionly ſtiled the Cpprovria atque 
flagella Medicorum But, alas! in this alfo it ap- 
pears, I was groſly miſtaken in my Computation :— 
For though I. might very reaſonably flatter myſelf 
with the vain Conceit, that my great Succeſs, and 
my very generous and difintereſted Behaviour in 
this Caſe, would entitle me to the Favour of that 
Gentleman, and would decree me the Preference 
in his Opinion to all other Phyſicians hereabout, — 
yet I never, to my Knowledge, received one ſpe- 
cific Mark of his Favour and Friendſhip, —— Nor, 
indeed, thoſe Inſtances and Marks of Regard which 
(if 1 don't over-rate my Pretenſions) I am juſtly 
entitled to, I remember indeed, that 1 was ſent 
for to one James Shaw, a principal Workman to 
Mr. Cambridge——at a Time when Mr. Cambridge 
was from home. In Event, this poor Man 
(for. ſo the Fates would have it) died. But I. 


humbly conceive that was not through any Miſtake. 
or. Defect of mine, =— This was, as I well re- 
member, a pulmonary Diſeaſe, and I had given 
the poor Man great Relief but a ſudden and 
violent Irruption of freſh Matter upon his Lungs. 
carried him off at once. The like happened 


tO 
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to one Edward Hyatt but a few Months before 
whom I had teſcued and recovered from a ſimilar 
Diſorder to a Miracle. — I well remember that I 

Was very ſparing of my Viſits to James 4a. 
that I might not incur too great Expence, as that 
mult fall ſomewhere. But, Mr. King, Mr. Cams 
bridge's Steward, obſerving this, ſent me a v 
preſſing Letter, deſiring I would not fail to give 
due Attendance; for that the Man was much valued ' 
by his Maſter— and 1 ſhould be well recompenſed 
for my Care and Trouble. But even in this Iike- 
wiſe L was much deceived in my Computation, 
and diſappointed in my Expectations; for I was 
put off with one Guinea only, where I had very 
juſt Pretenfions to Three. 


Brok I quit the Region of Frampton, I muſt 
not omit to mention the Caſe of one Mr. Bernard 
of that Place, who came hither to conſult me about 
the Month of March, either two or three Years 
ago upon the Recommendation of my very 
worthy and eſteem'd Friend, Samuel Hawker, 
Eſq;— This Man was greatly oppreſs'd with an 
Aſthma, and deeply immerſed in a Dropſy: He 
had been under the Care of another Phyſician for 
a Year before, but had reaped little or no Benefit. 
When he came firſt to conſult me, his Apothecary, 
who came with him, brought ſeveral of the other 
Phyſicians Preſcriptions which ſeem'd, in my 
Opinion, to be not only inadequate to the Demands 
of the Caſe, but very ill-judg'd Hkewiſe. 1 aſked 
the Patient how ſuch, and ſuch, and fuch particu- 
lar Things agreed with him. He reply'd, that they 
diſagreed with him very much—— that they did 
him no Manner of good but, on the contrary, 
produced {ome bad Effects and ſuch as 1 had 
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Skill, to the elk of my Brethren. 
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anticipately fuppoſed. — In fine, I preſcrib'd for 
him three Times, each at a Week's Diſtance from 
the other. The firſt Preſcription did him conſi- 
de able Service. And the Second, tho' he uſed but 
one Half of the Medicines preſcrib'd, much more. 
And tho' he came a third Time to cor.ſfulc me, and 
had a third Preſci iption of me,— yet he was fo 
much reliev'd and recover d by the Firſt, and half 
the Second that he ſet aſide half the Medicines 
of the Second and never had the J hird prepai'd, 
However, this Man did afterwards fall into ſome 
other Ditorder and notwithitunding the emi- 
nent Service I had done him, ws fo fer infatuated 
or bewitch'd as to fend for his guondam Doctor, — 
who ſoon put an Eud to his Sufferings and his Life 


together. 


Tart Third Caſe I have to mention is that of 
honeſt George Harmer of Ranwick, whom J re- 
ſcued and perfectly recover'd from a very iniricae 

complicated, and terrible Diſtemper, ot which 
however, I cannot now recollect all the Circum- 


ſtances. 


Tux Fourth remarkable Caſe, and Cure, which 
I ſhall mention, is of Richard White of 1 grip 
whom 4 cur'd (by internal Means only} of 
an inveterate and virulent Cancer, that had almoſt 
demoliſh'd the Gnomon of his Face: Or (to ſpeak 
more intelligibly) that gracetul Fabrick his Noſe, 
was almoſt eat away by it. Now one would 
really imagine that theſe four Cures (to go no 
further) might ſufticienily ſpecify of me, and teſ- 
tify for me, and may, at le.it, ſuppoſe of me, 
and for me, that I am equal, in Judgment and 


2 Maxy 


„ | 
Many other Perſons and Things (ſimilares to 
what I have related) intrude themſelves upon my 
Mind at this Criſis and upon this Occaſion, 
and they do ſomewhat impetuouſly, demand to 
be repreſented. But ſhou'd I undertake to revite 
them all; with the neceffary and proper Remarks 
upon them they would ſwell this Piece (which I 
deſign'd ſhould be very ſhort) to a Volume: And 
for that Reaſon I would willingly paſs them all over 
in Silence. However, my great Regard for Bre- 
vity muſt not hinder me from mentioning, that, 
even in this Country, I have performed ſurpriſing 
Cures in conſumptive Cafes. Some of thete 1 have 
criectly recovered who had been look'd upon as in- 
curable—and to ſgveral others, in whom there was 
an indelible tho' perhaps inviſible Stain uch as it 
was not in the Power of the Medical Art or Medi- 
cine to wipe out, I have given very great and ſpeedy 
Relief. Now, I preſume, every reaſonable con- 
ſiderate Perſon will allow, that the Phyſician who 
gives the greateſt and ſpeedieſt Relief. even in 
tuch of thoſe Caſes as are not in their Nature cure- 
able would give a Patient the beſt Chance for 
his Recovery, where the Diſtemper will admit of 
it. And here 1 ſhall take Leave to recite ſome 
Cafes which I think are ſignal and flagrant Proofs of 
- What I have been ſaying upon this Head. And, 


Firſt, ABouT the Month of February was four 
Years, I was called to a young Man (about ſeven- 
teen or eighteen Years old, as I gueſs) who had 
been for a long Time in a conſumptive Way. 
I well remember that J viſited and treated him, as 
well out of Regard to my own Reputation as for 
his Benefit, with great Care and Diligence, as it 


It 


was in the firſt Days of my Eſtabliſhmgnbbhes— 
| 0 | 


2 my "Re 
— — — N 
— IM > aw * 


[ 42 ] 


5 [ 13 right, I viſited him daily for about 
ſeven Weeks, and at length perfectly recover'd 
him. However, I remember very well, and to my 
Coſt—that the Lad's Father aſked me, after his 
Son was recover'd) what Recompence I requir'd ? 
—and I told him, Half a Dozen Guineas.—Upon 
this the Wretch (his Father) ran babbling about 
the Country, telling every one he met, that I had 
made him pay me Six Guineas (though I never ſaw 
one Penny of his Money, or cver ſhall) for attend- 
ing his Son a few Days only. And thus this 
Wretch, by ſpreading ſuch Lies about the Coun- 
try, "5h been, as I am well inform'd, a great De- 


triment to me, 


Trex ſecond Caſe of this Sort which I ſhall men- 
tion, was of a young Girl at Sonehouſe, whom, 
(though in the laſt Stage of a Phthiſis) I recover'd 
to a Miracle, However, ſhe afterwards rejapicd 


and died. 


THe third Caſe ; is of one Driver of Rodbeoroiw 
Pariſh, for whom my Advice was deſired in (Ho- 
ber laſt was two Years. I went on a Sun Even- 
ing, as uſual with me, to drink Tea with a Family 


of my Acquaintance—when the Gentlewoman of 


the Houſe told me ſhe had a Favour to requeſt of 
me. I reply'd, that ſhe might command me in 
any Thing and deſired to hear what it was the 
had to requeſt of me.— This worthy Gentle- 
woman (having prefaced her Requeſt with ſome 
Apologies — and given me to underſtand that I 
ſhould be recompenced) deſired the Favour of 
me to look upon and give my Advice to a 

oung Man who was in a conſumptive Way. — 


1 reply'd, that I you do the young Man all the 


Service 
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Service in my Power, out of Reſpect and Regard 
to her Interceſſion and Recommendation, without 
Pe: or Reward. Accordingly the young Man, 

who was proviſionally order'd to be there tor that 
Purpoſe, was brought in.—1 found him, indeed, 

upon Examination, pretty deeply immerſed in a 
Conſumption. However, thought, upon the 
whole, that the Caſe might admit of a Cure, 
ſeeing 1t did not appear to me that his Lungs were 
iced, —— Having duly confider'd the Caſe, 
== conſider'd of what was proper to be done in it, 

I preſcrib'd for him. This firſt Preſcription, 

which directed a Proceſs that was to laſt about a 
Fortnight, did him a great deal of Service. On 
that Day fortnight (going again to drink Tea with 
the ſame Family) the young Man was order'd 
there again to have my further Advice. [ then 
preſcribed for him. a ſecond Time, —and this my 
ſecond Preſcription perfectly recover'd him; and it 
is my real Opinion, is as happy and ſpeedy a Cure 


as ever was perform'd in the like Cafe. However, 


this ſame young Fellow, in the enſuing Chriſtmas 


Holidays, which was about two Months after his 
Recovery, caught a violent Cold by ſleeping on the 
Graſs, after he had been carouzing with good Ale. 
And this falling upon his Lungs, occaſioned a Re- 
lapſe.— Well, what was to be done now ? 


Why, the Gentlewoman who had engaged my 


Advice for him before, well knowing that he had 
neither the Gratitude nor the good Manners to 
make me even the Offer of an Acknowledgment 
for my paſt Services, would not encourage nor 
countenance him in troubling me any more, 


Now, it luckily came to paſs, that a Gentleman 
in n the N eighbourhood being indiſpoſed, ſent for a 
7 certain 
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for theſe two Navghts. 


. he would give him this Advice gratis as often 
' as he came to aſk: it. 
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certain medical Apoſtle from afar off, —The young 


Fellow's Relations and Friends having Intelligence 


of this—they adviſed him by all Means to watch 
the Doctor's Coming, — and then to repair to the 
Gentleman's Houſe, to aſk the DoQtor's Advice,-- 


which they did not at all queſtion but he might 


have — gratis. Well, the young Man did ſo, 
and the Doctor preſcrib'd for him gratis — as it 
was imagined. — The ſame Doctor being called 
thither again ſome Time after. the young Man 
went thither to give him the Meeting, and got a 
fecond Preſcription of him.—And as he imagined 
the firſt was to coſt him nothing — ſo he thought 
he ſhould have the ſecond upon the ſame Terms.— 
But as the young Fellow was bruſhing off, — the 
Doctor (who is a wiſe Man, and who knows that, 
according to the Poet, 


Of Sterling true One Thouſand Peunds ſupplies 
The Want of Twenty Thouſand Qualities —) 


ſaid to him—Stay young Man—you muſt give me 
before you go, two Half-Guineas for theſe two 
Naughts— alias Notes —only the Word was cx- 
preis'd with a broad Accent, that it might make a 
deeper and ſtronger Imprefſion—1 ſuppoſe. — The 


young Fellow was quite thunder-ſtruck at this De- 


mand—and would gladly have been excuſed from 


complying with it.— However, the Doctor told 


him, he muſt and would have two Half-Guineas 
But for the future 


Well, the poor young 
thoſe precious 


. 


Man was forced to lug out 


Drops of his Heart's Blood the two Half-Gui- 
neas,——-But, alas! he did not live to trouble the 
Doctor 
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45 
Doctor any more. The ſecond Preſeription did 
his Buſineſs—it gave him the Coup de Grace. This 


put him out of all Manner of Pain, and committed 
him fately to the gloomy Regions of the Dead. 


AT or about this ſame Time, William Maycett 
(then in ihe Service of my good Friend Thomas 
Daunt, Eſq;) came to aſk my Advice for a Diſ- 
order that had violently ſeized his Lungs inſo- 
much that it was fear'd he was in a Conſump- 
tion.—L only wrote once for him (and would take 
nothing, out of Reſpect to the Family he lived in, 
cho the honeſt Man offered me a F ee) and that 


Preſcription perfectly cured him. 


Tux laſt Caſe of this Kind which I ſhall men- 
tion, is, of honeſt Mr. Pierce of Stznchcombe. 
This worthy Man (for ſuch he really was) had been 
ill, and under the Care of the great Metropolitan 
for the Space of about four Months before. I was 
called to him; and he had, as it ſeem'd, reap'd no, 
fort of Benefit. There were no lets than four 
very formidable Powers (a quadruple and terrible 
Alliance) that waged War upon him together 
namely, the Gout, Aſthma, Dropſy, and Con- 
ſumption. However, though it muſt be on- 
ed, that ſuch a Combination. and Confederacy 
was really very dreadful yet I did, in four or 
five Times that I viſited him, give him very ſur- 
priſing Relief in every Symptom and Circumſtance 
of his Diſorder. I well remember that the laſt 
Time ] viſited this Perſon, I had the Pleaſure to 
meet with my worthy F riend William T ownſend, 
Eſq; there,—upon whoſe Recommendation I was 
firſt concern'd for him I then found my Pa- 
tient ſitting by the Fire- ſide, and he both 1" 

an 
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and talk'd very cheafully. He told me, be had a 
tolerable good Appetite, and Reliſh to his Food; 
and, that "he hoped by the Time we came that 
Way again, that he ſhould be able to play a Game 
at Cards with us — at Whiſt — a Game he deerly 
Toved :— But, after all—this very honeſt Man did, 
within ſome Time after, drop off at once, and 


died. 


THERE is one Caſe more occurs to my Memo- 
ry, Which I ſhall take Leave to mention. It is 
of a young Woman, an upper Servant in a Houſe 
not far diſtant, to whom 1 was called ſoon after 
T came into theſe Parts. This young Woman's 
Diſorder (which J think chiefly affected her 


Mouth) was very intricate, vexatious and inveterate. 


F well remember that 1 attended this Perſon ſeve- 
ral Days (about five or ſix, I believe) and in that 
Time I perfectly recover'd her,—at leaſt for that 
Time,—Though I don't know what might hap- 

en to her after —I remember likewiſe, that this 
Perſon told me (whilſt I viſited her) ſhe had been 
under the Advice of another Phyſician for a con- 
fiderable Time together ; but had reap'd no Be- 
nefit 'from his Preſcriptions. Now, probably the 


_ Phyfician, who preceeded me in this Caſe, might 
be recompenced for his intended Services;—but I 


had nothing for my real and effectual ones. 1 
muſt own, however, that the young Woman did 
come to me, ' ſeveral Weeks after ſhe was cured, 
to make an Acknowledgment for my Advice 
and Services. But rather than accept the paultry 
Recompence of half a Guinea, — when my Ser- 
vices richly deſerv'd a whole one, — l gave her the 
Bit of Gold back again, and told her, I wou'd 
make her a Preſent of the Cure. Not but that, 
5 had 
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had ſhe offer'd me a Guinea, —it might, perhaps, 
have prevailed upon my Modeſty, to give it a 
gracious Acceptance, Now poſſibly this young 
Woman might (in the ſecret Receſſes of her 
| Heart) ſay of me, upon this Occaſion, —as it was 
. ſaid of Martin Luther —in the famous Bull of 
his Anathematization ;—and there we find, that, 
| after his Holineſs (who then fate in the pontificial 
Chair) had branded, and ſtigmatized honeſt Mar- 
| tin with all the odious Vices, Depravities and Cor- 
ruptions that human Nature is capable of, —he 
ſums up all; by ſaying, Immo; Bellua contemnit 
Aurum, Nevertheleſs, the beſt Commentators, 
in their Expoſitions and Interpretations upon this 
Article, do hold, and maintain, that Martin 
knew the Value (both the abſolute and compara- 
tive) of Metals, as well as any one of them all ;— 
and fo in Truth do IL.—But (be it here known 
and under{tood) that apoſtate, perfidious, treache- 
rous, inſidious, iniquitous, and pernicious Son of 
the holy apoſtolick Church (Martin Luther by 
Name) having long and obſtinately withſtood 
(Firſt) the Perſuaſions and Entreaties; and (Se- 
condly the Threats and Menaces of the Holy See: 
—So when, at length, mighty Bribes were offerd 
him, (ſuch Bribes as wou'd preponderate the Vir- 
tue and Fortitude of any one now-a-days)—Mar- 
tin (who was a very wiſe Man) judg'd it was then 
too late ;—that it was altogether inconſiſtent with 
his Honour and with his Conſiſtency of Conduct, 
which he affected to ſupport, to accept of them. 
—And upon ſuch his Refuſal of the good and 
gracious Offers that were made to Martin, the 
then Pope (that Seat and Source of infallible Per- 
tection, Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs) quite miſtak- 
ing the true Motives of Martin's Conduct, * 
; — Pute 
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puted that to a beaſtly ſordid Nature,. — which was, 
in reality (or at leaſt affectedly) the Effect of pure 
Virtue and Fortitude and ſuch as feu very few 
Dare now-a-days poſſeſs d of: But fo much for 
2 Digreſſion; which tho' ſomewhat long, has the 
Merit to plead that it is much in the modern 
Taſte. — Now to return to the Caſe, one wou'd 
naturally think, and conclude, that my ſignal Suc- 
ceſs in treating it, together with my very generous 
diſintereſted Behaviour. ſhou'd have engaged, and 
ſecured to me (in perpetuitatem) a preference (in 
the Eſtimation and Opinion of that Family) to 
all other Phyſicians whatever. But * 
may infer and conclude fo, will be much miſ- 
taken in their Calculations : For I have never 
ſince received any one Inſtance of Friend(h; ip, 
Favour, or Good-will, from that Family, nor from 


any of their Adherents. 


NoTwiTHSTANDING I have met with this 
very ungracious, unworthy Treatment from many 
Perſons in this Country, — (but thoſe, perhaps, 
none of the moſt clear ſighted and diſcerning) yet 
I flatter myſelf with the Hopes that my Comport- 
ment has always been ſuch as ſpecified the Gentle- 
man, the Man of Honour, and the Man of Pro- 
bity and Integrity. — And, indeed, the Time has 
been (unleſs I am much miſinformed) when I 
have been conſider'd, by many Perſons hereabouts, 
as a peculiar Bleſſing to the Country,—on Account, 
I ſuppoſe, of the chearful and ready Afſiſtance 1 
always gave to the Poor and Needy,—as well as, 
perhaps, on Account of the many Cures I have 
perform'd, upon Perſons in a different Sphere, in 
very intricate arduous Caſes.— But it feems now 


as if all my paſt Atchievements were quite can- 
2 ccll'd 
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cell'd, and obliterated, —and I was funk into utter 
Oblivion, | 


Bor further, — ſuppoſe, even, that I had had 
no Experience in this Country—or the Country 
had had no Experience of me,—that is—ſuppoſ= 
ing I had not performed one ſingle Cure ſince I 
have been here—yet one wou'd imagine that the 
many Works which I have penn'd and publiſh'd' 
—and I have done as much that Way as moſt of 
the Faculty—all of which have been well receiv- 
ed; and ſome of them much applauded by the 
more candid and judicious Part of our Phyſicians: 
Theſe Things one wou'd imagine might be ſuf-. 
ficient to ſpecify of me and teſtify for me; but 
Populus vult decipi—Ft, ji vult deſcipi, deſcipi- 
atur. This Indeed has been the Characteriſtic of: 
the Plebs, as well as of People in general, of-groſs 
heavy Intellects in all Ages,—theſe Folks will be 
decciv'd and gull'd, they will run, with the ut- 
molt avidity and ſpeed, after the very Name of a 
Doctor, ſuppoſe the Man who ſupports it, has no 
more Senſe than a Gooſe—or no more Brains than 
a Hobbyhorſe.— And hence it is, that we ſee-Dr. 
Ward and Dr. Rock ride triumphant thro' the 
Streets, whilſt many Phyſicians of great Ingenuity 
and Merit are buried in Obſcurity. * 


Bur notwithſtanding this general Defection of 
the People and the conſequent Deſertion of Prac- 
tice which I have ſuffer d from it — (yet, for ſuch is 
my Conſtitution and Temperament) I have always 
look'd upon theſe Things, and reflected upon them 
in a manner becoming a Philoſupher, And I hope 
I have behaved under my adverſe Fortune, with 
as much Equanimity as any other Perſon cou'd or 
G 264 =. 
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would have done, —and that I think, is making 
the beſt of a bad Market. 1 5 


+ T HAvx, in good Truth, been fo far from feel- 
as ing any Chagrin, or Dejection of Spirits from it, 
that I have been in all Companies, juſt as gay and 
merry, as if I was. in the Zenith of Fame, Prac- 
tice and Renown,—even as much-as if | was the 
primary medical Idol in all the Country.——This. 
perhaps, may be admitted as a preſumptive Proot- 


that I poſſeſs ſome Tincture of heroic Virtue— 


Namgue Arduis præcipue emicat Virtus —— Ne- 
vertheleſs (I muſt own it) ever ſince the 17th of 
March, when thoſe Secrets were communicated to 
me, my Indignation and Reſentment have been 
raiſed to a very high Pitch-indeed,—and very ſut-- 
ficient Reaſon I think I had for it.—If I ſhou'd, 
return into this Country; (which is not impro- 
bable) and ſhou'd reſolve to continue in it ; ] may, 
poſſibly, (in caſe what I have already ſaid is not 
effectual) uſe ſome further and future Endeavours. 
to convince the People of their Errors and Miſ- 
takes I will not be wanting in the Exertion of 
proper Endeavours, to turn the Comforts of a fine. 


x 


Eure into Profit and Emolument. 


I not (and perhaps am not miſtaken) that I 


have the good and laudable Diſpoſitions of Friend- 
ſhip, Generoſity, Benevolence, Beneficence; Hoſ- 
pitality and Charity, as deeply imprinted in my 
Nature as any Man living. If I was conſcious 
that I had not—I wou'd endeavour to cultivate 
and improve them. However, this has been, 
heretofore, my peculiar Characteriſtic; and this 
Tribute of Praiſe has been often paid to me, and 
hence it ſeems to-. me the more. ſurprizing and a- 
24 g mazing 


(57) 
m ãzing that I ſhould be thus ſlandered and ſcadda 
lized.— Indeed 1 am not a little ſurprized and 
aſtoniſhed at their Impudence, in preſuming it, 
sas it muſt, I think, be imagined that I am al- 
ways able to defend myſelf, and to refute their 
impious villainous Slanders. | 3 


IT wou'd, perhaps, appear ſtrange and amaz- 
ing to the more learned and judicious Part of the 
World, (i. e. to publick Univerſities, both at 
Home and Abroad, — by many of which my 
Works have been received and eſteemed) ſhou's 
they chance to hear that my Conduct in Practice 
has met with ſo much Centure and Blame. 


IT has long fince been a Cuſtom with me, at 
my leiſure Hours, to cxerciſe my Mind (in order 
to improve and enrich it) in almoſt every Branch 
of Science and hence (beſides the many Works 
which I have exhibited to the Publick) I have 
ama ſed and entertain'd myſelf in Writing, not 
only on Phyſic. —ſtrictly ſpeaking, but like wife 
on Phyſics, Ethics, Metaphyſics, Mathema* 
tics, Law, and Divinity, —or more properly 
Theology, hut after all, it ſeems as if no Vir 
tues, no Accompliſhments, nor any Atchievements 
of mine were to be had in Regard or Remem+ 
brance; but J muſt, at all Events, oft 
what it will,) be perſecuted,” run down, and 
earthed. — There. are ſome / Perſons of the Phar- 
macential Order in this Country —whom ] cannot 
in my private Judgment, hold altogether guiltleſs. 
There are particularly two of theſe Gentlemen 
(that live in Market Towns, at ſome Miles dit 
tance) who moſt zealouſly and officiouſly recoms 
mend another Phyfician, in Preference to, and 
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in Prejudice of me. And this, I dare fay, they 
do (one of them more eſpecially) againſt their 
own better Judgment ;—and in and by this Con- 
duct, as I apprehend, they expoſe either their own 
. Underſtanding, or elſe their Honeſty and Probity, 
-as well as Conſcience, to juſt Cenſure and Re- 


| proach, 


| TI can'T help thinking (tho' I may, perhaps, 
be miſtaken) that theſe Gentlemen are obliged, 
in Honour and Conſcience (when they know 
there is. a Phyſician in the Neighbourhood of ſu- 
rior Judgment and Skill, — and one who may 
be had with equa] Conveniency in all Reſpects) to 
propoſe him at leaſt ; not but that the good Peo- 
le (the Patients) have, after all, an undoubted 
ight to die, and be d—n'd in their own Way. 


I HAve heard ſome of theſe Gentlemen (occa- 
ſionally) reply very gravely, that they always left 
it to their Patients to chuſe what Phyſician they 
pleas'd. But even this (ſuppoſing it to be true, 
which I do not) is perhaps a criminal Omiſſion; 
| tis a Thing well known, to ſuch as are acquainted 
; -with the World, that, in the Medical Sphere 
i eſpecially, errant Blockheads ſhall, ſometimes, 
Fr 


(either by Chance or perſonal Favour) ſtep into 
— Fame and Practice, whilſt ſome other 
hyſicians, of incomparably greater Sagacity and 
Skill, ſhall be utterly neglected and buried it. 
Oblivion, Ei: 


I, MYSELF, have known this Obſervation veri- 

fied in many Inſtances,—and ſuch extraordinary 
Phenomena as theſe do appear in the World, every 

Day almoſt; tho” the undiſcerning Part of = 
Ge in 
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kind don't perceive it — Theſe Things intimate; 
or rather ſpecify, either the Imbecility of the hue 
man Judgment, or elſe the Pravity and Corruption 
of our Morals. J have been well informed, 
and aſſured, that ſome Years ago, even in our 
famous Univerſity of Oxford, a certain Phyſician 
(now dead) wis very, zealouſly patronized, and 
ſtrenuouſly puth'd into Practice, (without the leaſt 
Shadow of Merit, in him, to authorize and coun- 
tenance it) And this by the greateſt Man of the 
Faculty in Oxford, or perhaps, in the whole Na- 
tion. — And all this was done (as tis ſhrewdly 
ſuſpected) in mere Oppoſition to another Phyſi- 
cian who, is confeſſedly one of as bright a Seni 
as moſt of the Age and Faculty. 3 


/ 


T am well informed, and aſſured, that the Gen- 
tleman J allude to (in Oppoſition to whom this 
Farce was Acted) is a Perſon of a very bright 
aſpiring 'Genins,—and has natural Endowments 
ſuperior to moſt, —tho' I think it is generally al- 
low'd that he has not endeavour'd fo much as 
cou'd be wiſh'd, to cultivate and enrich his natural 
Gifts and Endowments, by an aſſiduous Application 
to Study; —ſo I think this Gentleman ſeems to 
emulate, if not to equal, the late great Doctor 
Ratclif,—of whom a ſimilar Character is at this 
Day given.—But tho' this Gentleman (who 1s at 
this Time a Practitioner at Oxford) does not apply 
himſelf ſo rigorouſly to Study, as theſe of a ſatur- 
nine Complexion mult neceſſarily do, if they wou d 
make any Figure in Life; yet he is, by all, al- 
low'd to be a very great Phytician, as well in the 
practical Part, as in the Speculative. He is gene- 
rally allow'd to be a Man of a very quick Pene- 
tration; and of great Sagacity and Judgment alſo 

—and 
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— ſuch happy natural Gifts as theſe will al- 


ways (my Word k 25 it) preponderate and triumph 
over the heavy Fruits and Effects of laborious 
Study — unaſſiſted by a bright Genius, — In fine 


this Gentleman (according to the general Cha- 


' racter I have receiv'd of him) ſeems to have all 


the Seeds of Medicine, (i. e. all the natural neceſ- 
fary Requiſites proper to form a great Phyſician) 
innate and inherent.in him. So that we may very 
juſtly compare him to the Stone in Pyrrhus's Ring 
which, as tis ſaid, had Apollb and the Nine 
Azſes interwoven in the Veins of it by Nature: 
This Gentleman will refle& a Luſture on the 
Name of Pitt, —as well as an Honour on the Place 
of his Birth, which as I am told is in this 
County. 


Tis a Thing much to be deplored, that in 2 
wiſe, good, and well regulated Government, ſuch 
as ours confeſſedly is, the Superintendance and 
Care of People's Lives and Healths ſhould not be 
more confin'd, and better fecur'd to them and 


this, by limiting the Exerciſe of the Medical Art 


or Science, to ſuch only as had manifeſted ſuperior 
Endowments and Accompliſhments, —as well na- 
tural as acquired ;—and if proper Cenſors were ap- 
pointed by.the Legiſlature — capable to diſcern, and 
ingenious enough to confeſs and declare who 
were fit, and who not fit, to be truſted in ſuch 
momentous Concerns; —and that, in Conſequence 
bf it, the Body Politic of Phyſick was to be 
KR of all Na uſeleſs deſtructive Member 
I Queſtion much if (under a Reciſion of one Half 


or two Thirds of the preſent Number) the Public 


wou d not be much better ſecured, by thoſe that 


rigs, of their Lives and Health. 7” 
Ar rzA 
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- ArTrer I had: finiſhed: the above Narratiofi 
(which makes the laſt, tho'-not the leaſt Part of 
the whole Work) and had maturely peruſed, 


weighed, and conſidered it. I can't help owning 
that I thought it conſiſtent with Prudence and good 
Policy not to publiſh ir, as it may poſſibly alienate 
from me the Friendſhip and Good-will of many 
Perſons I am acquainted with.—And, in Truth,” 
upon the firſt ſpringing up of theſe. Suggeſtions, 
and Scruples, I was much inclin'd, and almoſ 

reſolv'd, to ſuppreſs it — Bat then (whilſt I was 
deliberating upon it, and not yet determined) the 
juſt Indignation and Reſentment which I. had 
conceived and harboured, againſt the forementioned 
baſe Slanders and Calumnies ; —— theſe Things 
roſe in Judgment againſt. my pacific Diſpoſition, 
and they peremptorily demanded that I ſhoul& 
offer this Sacrifice to them, in order to appeaſe, 
in ſome Meaſure, their Anger — even tho 
it was at the manifeſt Riſque of forfeiting half the 
Friends I have in theſe Parts. In fine — the De- 
mands and Clamours of thoſe Paſſions were ſo rag- 
ing and impetuous, that they even forced me to 
comply, and gratify them and in the Concluſion 
Il thought it was, of the two, better and more eli- 
gible to riſque the Forfeiture, of all the Friends I. 
have in theſe Parts, rather than lie under fo Halle,” 
fo. baſe, and villainous an Imputation. 


My Way and Rule of acting is, and has been, 
to make myſelf known to, and acquainted with all- 
ſuch Perſons as I think worthy of it--and this as ſoon 
as poſſible but, when once I perceive that any of 
thoſe with whom I have commenced and cultivated, 
an Acquaintance, apoſtatize and go a whoring after 
other Idols, (not that I count myſelf one of the!” 


Num- 
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Number) I gradually decline, and at length quite 
drop their Acquaintance. | 

I omsERveD by our Weekly Journal of the 28th 
of April, that a Gentleman, who was my good Ac- 
quaintance, and my protels'd Friend, is gone to 
the Ehian Shades. Now, as this Gentleman had 
always profeis'd a great Friendſhip for me, and 
had intimated, that, upon Occaſion, 1 ſhould be 


his Phyſician, ſo muſt neceſſarily judge and con- 


clude that his Opinion of me had been poiſoned and 
perverted by the above-mentioned ſlanderous Re- 
ports. But if I am ſurprized and amazed at the 
Alienation of that Gentleman's good Opinion of 
me, —1 am no leſs ſo to find that his Phyſician 
(whoever he was) ſhould let him languiſh fo long; 
and, in the End, die—without defiring ſome other 
Phyſicians's Aſſiſtance in Conſultation: But, per- 
haps, the Phyſician concern'd might think as 1 


dare ſay the grand Monarch Leis XIV. of France, 


would have thought upon the like Occaſion) vig. 
that his. defiring another Phyſician's Aſſiſtance 
would be a manifeſt Diminution of his own Pre- 
eminence ; but we (who know ſomething of the 
World, and can dive into the ſecret Receſſes of 
People's Hearts) fee plainly and clearly that ſome 


of the Brethren (even of the ſacred Miſſion of 


Phyſic) are ſo much attached to the firſt Perſon, as 
never to regard the Second or the Third : Ard, in 
Conſequence of ſuch a perſonal Attachment, | dare 
ſay, many a poor Patient dies, —who might other- 
wiſe have been recover d. 


: I (for my Part) am always ready and willing to 


| have Aſſiſtance in all Caſes which appear very dan- 


ces, 


gerous; And as i have done this in ſeveral Inſſa 
Ry I : | ſo 
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ſo I have had Opportunities and Occaſions of mak 
ing (ſome pretty ſevere) but very juſt Criticiſms, in 
my private Judgment, upon my Colleagues, . And 
I may, I think, ſuppoſe that all fuch Perſons, of 
good Underſtanding and Judgment, as know me, 
in my Fruits and Effects, will allow me to be a to- 
lerable good Critic in Things phyſical and philoſo- 
phical. And perhaps they will allow that I may 


now and then (without Offence to Modeſty, and 


without the Imputation of Arrogance) preſume to 


criticize upon the Brethren.— l have (Iowa it) been 


often induced (when I have heard the crude No- 


tions of ſome of my Brethren) to think and to ſay, 


(if alas! Learning, Reading, and Study, tend no 
further than this) why then it may, at this Time, 


be moſt righteouſly ſaid of Phyſic, as it has hereto- 


fore been moſt impiouſly ſaid of Chriſtianity, that 


verily it is not myſterious, 


Tur Publication of this Piece having been 
(much againſt my Inclinations) poſtponed for ſe- 
veral Weeks. — This Interval of Time has proved 
to me that my Predictions as to the rapid Progreſs 


and Fortune of Inoculation) are abundantly fulfil- 


led; — which I am extreamly well pleaſed with. 


Nov, the Reader is defired to excuſe ſome In- 
acur:cies of Style—which are but too palpable and 
viible.—Both Parts of the Work, but eſpecially 
the laſt and largeit Part, were wrote in the greateſt 
Hurry. And the laſt Part, particularly, when my 
Mind and Thoughts were ruffled and confuſed to 


a very great Degree, by hearing of thoſe baſe ſlan- 


derous Reports, 
H P. S. 


. 

P. S. Having juſt now the Gentleman's Maga- 
zine for laſt Month under my Inſpection, I there 
find (p. 126) a Piece which ſuggeſts ſome Objecti- 
ons to, or Doubts concerning the Practice of Ina- 
culation — upon which (leſt it ſhould ſh:ke the 
Faith of weak, irreſolute Minds, and tend to the 
Prejudice of Inoculation) I ſhall make ſome Re- 
marks by Way of Prevention. The firſt Objection 
or Doubt is, whether ſuch Perſons as have received 
the Small Pox by Inoculation, are abſolutely ſe- 
cured from having it again in the natural Way.— 
And whether this Diſeaſe given by Inoculation, 
may not prove fatal. — The firſt Part of this com- 
plicated Doubt may appeal to, and rely upon, the 
univerſal Conſent and Suffrage of Mankind - hich 
atteſts, that a Perſon who has had the Small Pox 
by Inoculation, is not ſuſceptible of it, or liable to 
it, any more. But the leaſt Part of that Doubt is 
not intitled to ſo poſitive and peremptory an An- 
iwer: For, according to the general Opinion and 
Reports that at preſent obtain—this ſame Practice, 
tho' comparatively, and that in a high Degree ſafe 
and ſalutary, is not abſolutely void ot Danger. 
For we may gather, from general Accounts of the 
Matter, that about one in 130 dies of the Small 
Pox by Inoculation. 


The other Doubt or Scruple, which 1s of a more 
religious Caſt, is concerning the Extent of the pa- 
rental Authority over their Children,——He appre- 


hends, that Parents (by Virtue of this Authority) 


have not a Right to inflict a Diſeaſe on their Chil- 
dren (how light ſoever the Diſeaſe, and how ſmall 
ſoever the Danger may be) when they are not of 
Years and Underſtanding ſufficient to determine for 
themſelves: And he imagines, that ſhould a Child, 

oh whom 
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whom its Parents had cauſed to be inoculated, di 
of the Small Pox, the Laws both of Gop and So- 
ciety would call the Patents in Queſtion for it. 7, e. 
(as he mult mean) put them to Death for it. 


Tux the Author (in order to juſtify and fortif 


bis Scrupl-s) ſuppoſes a Caſe as a Parallel to it. If 


a Man (ſays he ſhould put a Sum of Money (ſup- 
poſe 100 or 1000 ) into a Lottery, which Sum 


had been given to his Child by a Relation, and the 


Money ſhould be all loſt by the Bargain — the 
Parent, in that Cafe, would be obliged, by a 
Court of Equity, to make. the Money - good to 
his Child. Upon this I have to obſerve 
That if a Parent puts a Sum of Money, which | 


was given or bequeathed to his Child by ſome 


Relation into a Lottery, or ſhall place it out upon 
a precarious Security, on Condition of an exorbi- 
tant Intereſt for it, with Intent to take and ap- 


ply all the Profits and Advantages arifing from it 
to his own proper Uſe: — In that Caſe, indeed, 


the Man wou'd be oblig'd ( Fore Conſcientie, Forg 

Rations, atque Foro judicii) to make the Money 
with legal Intereſt good to his Child—in Caſte the 
Money ſhou'd be loſt, Becauſe no Man is autho- 
rized to ſport and play with another's Property, 
(not even his own Child's) with a View to his 
own Protit and Advantage, but he mult ſtand to 


the Riſk of it, if loſt, Put let us ſuppoſe the 
_ contrary of this, —and that it be made appear, 


upon good Evidence, that the Father was a diſ- 
creet, indulgent and ona Parent; and that 
he manifeſtly ated upon a very probable and 
warrantable Scheme, for the good of his Child— 
or in that View at lcaſt; I am very much of Opi- 
nion that, in ſuch a Caſe, the Court of Equity 


wou'd 
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wou'd acquit him; — tho' perhaps a Court of 


Common Law might decrce againſt him. — But in 
good Truth, I take the Parallel itſeif to be very 
imperfect, jejune and trifling.— For there is very 
little Parity in the Cafes, — every Parent is oblig'd 
by the Laws of Gop, of Nature, and Society, to 
take Care of his Children. Thoſe very Laws 
direct and inſtruct us to provide, by. all proper 
Care and Cautions, not only for their Preſcrvation 
and Health, but for their future Comfort and H.p- 
pine ſs alſo..-—— And therefore the ſubjecting a 
Child to a ſlight tho' preſent and certain) Inconve- 


niency; in order to free it, and ſccure it, fom 


and againſt the Dread and Fear of catching a Di- 
ſtemper that may prove fatal ;>—This is altoge- 
ther conſiſtent with parental Affection and Au- 


thority; — with ſtrict Prudence, and good Occo- 


nomy. 
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Age 4. Line 9g. for Mingretians read Mingrelians. Line 20, and 
23, of ſame Page F. Opperation r. Operation. Page 5. Line 16. ff 
reaſonable r. rational. Line 28. of the ſame Page, r. it is not univerſally 
Subſcribed to. Page 8. Line 10. f ganty r. gouty. Line 17, and 18, of 
ſame Page, /. morbic r. morbid. Line 29. ſame Page, r. Laudatur ab 

«= #i;—Culpatur ab illis. In the laſt Line, J. ample 7. amiable. 
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